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13 Ts there flife on Mars?

+ How do people react to extreme environments?

There are few places left on Earth that people have not already
explored. However, space is another matter. So far, the only place
beyond the Earth where people have been is the Moon. In future, we are
likely to go to other planets. Almost certainly, we will find environments
that are far more extreme than any on Earth, The endless possibilities
of space have become a subject for science-fiction writers, film makers
and even newspaper reporters.

LIFE ON MARS: THE PROOF?

By John Chapman_Wednesday 23 January 2008

The photo from the Red Planet ap-  back images from the surface
pears to show a Yeti-like crea- four years ago. The pictures
ture with a huge head making ~ showed a red, drab, dusty

its way down a mountainside. surface devoid of life. But one
It was taken by a Nasa space space enthusiast scanned every
probe and its appearance on rock and crevice and spotted
the internet yesterday fired the  the ape-like *Martian® which
imagination of every science appeared as just a pinprick on
fiction fan who secretly yearns  the original photograph. The
for a close encounter with an image was then blown up and
extra-terrestrial, posted on a Chinese website.

Then again, of course, it might  The intriguing photo will again
not be a Martian at all.but just  focus attention on Earth's near-
a strange rock formation. est neighbour, which many
Initially, astronomers hoping scientists have long believed
for signs of life on the fourth could harbour alien life.

planet were disappointed when

Nasa's Mars Explorer Spirit sent





