Alexander Sergeevich Pushkin (1799-1837)

A. S. Pushkin is the most important Russian writer of all times, like Shakespeare in Britain. He was born in Moscow in 1799 into an aristocratic family. In 1811 he entered a lyceum at Tsarskoye Selo. After graduating from the lyceum in 1817 Pushkin began to work in the foreign office in St. Petersburg. Some years later he was sent to Mikhailovskoye for writing anti-tsarist poetry. 
Pushkin developed his own style, realistic and classical in form. He wrote such famous fairy-tales as “Ruslan and Lyudmila” and a lot of lyrics. His brilliant novel “Eugene Onegin” became a literary standard of Russian literature. Pushkin also wrote many dramas and tragedies for the theatre.
Pushkin’s early death shocked the country. “The son of Russian literature”, as Pushkin is often called, is one of the most famous poets and writers of the world. 


Mikhail Lomonosov (1711-1765)

Mikhail Lomonosov was born in the family of a fisherman in the northern village of Denisovka not far from Archangelsk. When he was ten years of age his father began to take him sea fishing. During the long winter nights young Lomonosov studied letters, grammar and arithmetic. Thanks to his diligence and abilities he entered the Academy in Moscow and later on was sent abroad. He spent all the time there studying the works of European scientists in chemistry, mining and mathematics. On his returning to Russia in 1745 he was made a professor and was the first Russian scientist to become a member of the Academy of Sciences. 

As a poet and scientist he played a great role in the formation of the Russian national science and literary language. He died in 1765. His living memorial is the Moscow University, which he founded in 1755.


Peter the Great (1672-1725)
Peter I, or Peter the Great, was one of the most outstanding rulers and reformers in Russian history. He was the Tsar of Russia and became Emperor in 1721. 

Peter was a healthy, lively and clever child. He especially loved military games. Peter I travelled much in Western Europe and tried to carry western habits and customs to Russia. He brought western technology and changed the Russian government and military systems. In the wars he waged Peter I wanted to get access to the Baltic, Black and Caspian seas.

Peter the Great played a great role in Russian history. After his death Russia became much more progressive than it had been before his rule.
Marshal Zhukov (1896-1974)
Georgy Konstantinovich Zhukov is a great military leader. He was born in the family of a Russian peasant. He earned for his living when he was a little boy. After the October Revolution he joined the Red Army and fought at the fronts of the Civil War.
The battle of Khalkhin-Gol river was the beginning of Zhukov’s career as a military leader. His military talent revealed itself during the Great Patriotic War. He commanded the armies in the main battles of the war: Leningrad, Moscow and Stalingrad battles. The Berlin operation, one of the biggest in the war, demonstrated brilliant Marshal Zhukov’s talent. On June 24th, 1945 Marshal Zhukov took the Parade of Victory on Red Square in Moscow.

In 1995 a monument to the great military leader was established on Red Square in Moscow.
Ilya Repin (1844-1930)
Ilya Repin is one of the well-known and most popular Russian artists of the realistic school. He was born in a small town of Chuguev, in the Ukraine, into the fanily of a soldier. He liked drawing from his early childhood, so his parents sent him to the Art School. In 1864 Repin entered the Academy of Arts in St. Petersburg.
 Repin’s collection consists of portraits, historic genre and revolutionary paintings. Repin’s first large painting was “Volga Boatmen”. It reflects the hard life of the Russian people. Repin is also famous for painting of a lot of portraits of great people.




Nikolai Vasilyevich Gogol (1809-1852)
Nikolay Vasilyevich Gogol is one of the greatest writers of the 19th century. He was born on April 1st, 1809 in Veliky Sorochyntsi not far from Mirgorod. At the age of 21 he came to St. Petersburg where he hoped to make a career. He had to work hard. He worked as a servant, teacher and lecturer of history. 

At the same time he wrote a lot. His book “Evenings on a farm near Dykanka” is full of humour, kindness and fantasy. This book made him famous.  In 1842 N.V. Gogol published his brilliant work “Dead Souls”. 

Gogol spent much time abroad and wrote many of his works there. By the end of his life he had fallen ill. He died in March 1852 in Moscow.
