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	America was the first country in starting up “National Parks”, beginning with Yellowstone in 1872. Now there are 54 national parks in the USA. 

Long before 1872, William Wordsworth, the great English poet, suggested that his native Lake District should become a special place. But only in 1949 the first national park in England and Wales was founded. Now there are 15 national parks in Great Britain. 90 million visitors come to national parks every year.

The first aim of national parks is to protect the countryside; the second aim is to allow people to enjoy the countryside as home to trees, flowers, animals and birds.
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	The Lake District in the northwest of England is the largest national park. It is one of the most beautiful and attractive places. It has Windermere, the longest lake in England, and Scafell, the longest mountain in England. 

The Lake District was unknown until the end of the 18th century. Then the works of such writers as Wordsworth and Coleridge attracted visitors to the lakes. Now the Lake District is one of the most popular tourist places in Britain. It is a place where you can enjoy fishing in the rivers and lakes or boating on the quiet waters of Lakeland.
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	The USA is a larger country than Britain, that’s why it has more regions to protect. The Great Smoky Mountains, the Grand Canyon and Yellowstone are the most popular national parks in the USA. The Everglades, Florida, is one of the most interesting places. It is protected as a national park. Many tourists and naturalists enjoy its unique ecology. Some time ago hunters killed alligators for their skin and birds for their meat there. If you visit the Everglades now, you can see a moving log. Be careful. It’s probably an alligator. It can be dangerous. 
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