

                                                        Kipling and his family

 (AT RISE: The bright light reveals a large drop across the back of the stage. There are also several platforms of various heights. We find KIPLING, CAROLINE, JOSEPHINE, and ELSIE alone on stage. Kipling addresses the audience.)
KIPLING: Hello, I’m Rudyard Kipling, author of books for children and adults. You’re thinking, did he write “The Jungle Book”? And you are correct; I did. I also wrote the book entitled the “Just So Stories.” Today you are going to see an adaptation of that book. But first I must introduce my wife, Caroline, (She comes forward.)  and my daughters. This is Josephine and Elsie. (They come forward.)
As you have noticed, one is tall and one is small. Now, I wrote the “Just So Stories” for my girls. And they are going to assist this wonderful group of players we have gathered to perform my stories. You see, I can’t be here right now because – 
CAROLINE: (Interrupts.) It’s tea time, dear.
KIPLING: I suppose you knew I am British and we are having...
CAROLINE: Tea, scones with jam, and, your favorite, dear, cucumber sandwiches with the crusts cut off.
KIPLING: Don’t laugh until you’ve tried them. They are very good. Now, I shall take my leave and allow the play to begin.
CAROLINE:  (To KIPLING.) Come dear, the tea is piping hot!
(KIPLING and CAROLINE exit; JOSEPHINE and ELSIE move down center.)
JOSEPHINE: Now, best beloved...
ELSIE: Which is what our father always called us?
JOSEPHINE: This is the story about how the Camel got his big hump.
[bookmark: _GoBack]ELSIE: You see, in the beginning, well, at least according to my father, animals were just starting to work for Man.
