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 The British Royal Family changed their last name Saxe-Coburg-Gotha during the First World  War  because it sound too German. Anti-German feeling in the country was so strong that King George V dropped all his German  titles and changed  the family name to Windsor, after his castle of the same name.

 The English King George V  had  six children:   five sons and a daughter  .  The eldest son was Prince Edward,  known to his family as David . He was very popular with the British people. He served  in the First  World War   and was the first member of the British Royal Family to become a pilot.  He was also a very good- looking man, with fair hair, blue eyes and a boyish look on his face.
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  Prince Edward became King, The government and the British people had high hopes for him. He had seen the war, travelled the world and had a good memory.  But Edward was in love with an American  woman called Wallis Simpson and wanted to marry her.   It isn’t easy for a British king to marry.  As the King is Head of the Church of England, he cannot marry a divorced woman.  Edward’s love was American and divorced twice!   King Edward was so much in love that he often missed important meetings.   The Church of England and important people in Parliament made it clear that marring Wallis Simpson was out of the question. The cabinet sent Edward VIII a letter: “   If you want to marry Mrs Simpson, Sir, give up the throne”

 So after  a very short reign – only 326 days – the young  and popular king gave up the throne. In his radio address  he said to the British people: “ At last I am free. I am going to marry the woman  I love. I’m sorry  but I can’t be your King ”

Wallis Simpson and Edward were married in France on the 3rd of June,1937. They never came back to Britain
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   The second son was Albert.   Albert or Bertie, as his friends  called him, was shy. It was difficult for him to make speeches. He did not expect to become king, he chose the Navy.  He married Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon  and they had two daughters, Elizabeth and Margaret. The family lived in a house on Piccadilly with twenty five bedrooms, a library and a room for dances and parties.  The girls have a private teacher, they also studied music, dancing  and art. Elizabeth was educated at home with Princess Margaret, She studied French art, learned to ride and swim.   She  speaks French very well  and often uses the language during her state visits. She doesn’t need an interpreter . Until she was 10 years old she didn’t know that one day she would be a queen.  In 1936 her father became King George VI and Elizabeth became heiress to the throne.

 The British  royal family goes back more than a thousand years. Queen Elizabeth II is Britain’s 40 th monarch. 

