Nikolai Ivanovich Proshenkov

07.01.1918 - 27.04.1963

guards major,

Hero of The Soviet Union

      Nikolai Ivanovich Proshenkov is one of the honorable citizens of the town of Vyazniki. He was born on the 7th of January,1918 in the village of Putyatino near Vyazniki, Vladimir region. His parents were simple peasants. His father returned from the Civil war without a leg and was often sick. The main men's work fell on Nikolai’s shoulders. In 1918 the boy graduated from school and  began to work at Vyazniki weaving factory. At the same time Nikolai studied at the flying club. In 1939 he graduated from the Chkalov aviation school and became a pilot. 

     Soon the Great Patriotic War began. Lieutenant Proshenkov went to the front in August of 1941. 20 days later he shot down his first fascists’ plane. During the war Nikolai Proshenkov fought in the North - Western, Southern, 1st and 2nd Ukrainian fronts. He was wounded twice. He served as the commander of the squadron of the 69-th guards fighter aviation regiment. By May, 1945 guards major N. I. Proshenkov had  made 375 successful flights, 86 air battles, personally shot down 19 enemy planes. For courage, bravery and heroism shown in the fight against the Nazi invaders guard major Nikolai Ivanovich Prosenkov was awarded the title of Hero of the Soviet Union, the order of Lenin and medal "Golden Star” in June of 1945.

After the Great Patriotic war N. I. Proshenkov continued to serve in the air forces of the USSR. He lived in Kiev. He died on the 27th of April, 1963 at the age of 45. He was buried at the Kiev cemetery.
   Nikolai Proshenkov is not forgotten. In the Fame Alley in Vyazniki you can see a star with his name. In the center of the town there is a monument devoted to the pilots taken part in the Great Patriotic War. The name of guards major Nikolai Ivanovich Proshenkov is among 177 others written on the monument.
