Приложение 3

                                           The Discovering of the USA

Christopher Columbus discovered America in 1492. Columbus was a seaman and made many sea voyages. Most people those days thought that the earth was flat and they did not believe that beyond the Atlantic Ocean lay India. In 1492 the King and the Queen of Spain gave him money to go to India. He decided to sail west as he was sure that our planet was round. There were 3 caravels: the Santa Maria, the Nina and the Pinta. After sailing 4000 miles he reached some land. Columbus thought that it must be India but it was not. It was a new land — a new continent. It was America. People began to speak about the land as "The new World". 

European people became interested in the New World. Later they came to the New World for many reasons. Some hoped to find gold and silver. Priests and missionaries came to bring the Christian religion to the Indians. On the 21st of September in 1620 a group of people left England for the New World. They sailed on board the ship the “Mayflower”.  They wanted to start a new life and to have no religious problems they had in England. On the 21st November in 1620 they landed in the North America. There were seventy-four men and twenty-eight women on the “Mayflower”. They set up a colony and called that part of the country "New England". It was a very hard life there.  

The colonists started to farm the land. In New England, there were a lot of wild birds. They were like chickens but much bigger. They were turkeys. In the autumn of 1621 the colonists had their first harvest.  They thanked God for their good harvest by having thanksgiving dinner. It lasted three days. Wild turkeys were on the table of this meal, and since then the turkey has become a symbol of Thanksgiving Day.

There were 13 colonies in America in 1733. They were not only English colonies but Spanish and German as well.

flat – плоский

beyond – вдали, далеко

priest  [prɪ:st] – священник

missionary [miʃnərɪ] –миссионер, проповедник

harvest - урожай

Match the dates and the figures with the facts.

1492


3


4000


21st September, 1620


21st November, 1620


74


28


autumn in 1621


1733


