(Here is the text for the teacher)  (CHAPTER 10  British History Seen Through Art - трек 13) 
The Edwardian Age and World War I
THE NEW CENTURY

After Queen Victoria’s death in 1901, her son Edward VII became king. Great Britain had just stepped into the twentieth century. The population of Great Britain was now about 40 million. During the Edwardian Age the first cars appeared on the roads but only the rich could afford them at first. Telephones and electric lighting were beginning to appear in the homes of the wealthy. The first cinemas with silent films opened in this period and proved to be a huge success with everyone.

In 1903 Emmeline Pankhurst founded the Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU). Members of the WSPU were called suffragettes, and fought for women’s right to vote (suffrage) by protesting in the streets. They were often taken to prison! Women over 30 finally obtained the right to vote in the 1918 elections.

During the Edwardian Age about one third of the population was poverty stricken and lived in miserable conditions. The government passed several laws to alleviate the suffering of the poor: it started giving free school meals to poor children and paid pensions to people over 70 years of age. The National Insurance Act gave workers free medical help and a small amount of money when they were ill.
At the beginning of the 1900s military rivalry was growing between Great Britain and Germany, a leading industrial and economic power of the period. Both countries were competing for territory in Africa from the late nineteenth century. When Germany started building a massive navy Britain felt her superiority at sea to be threatened. An arms race began between Germany and Britain.
In May 1910 King Edward VII died and was succeeded by his son, who became King George V. He proved to be a capable and dedicated leader during World War I and during the difficult post-war period which followed. George V’s family name was Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, but in 1917 he changed it to Windsor because of the strong anti-German feeling of the British during World War I.

All of Europe was worried about the growth of German power. Eventually the great European powers split into two alliances: Britain, France and Russia, and Germany and Austria-Hungary.

There was so much tension that even a small incident could lead to a war. The assassination of Archduke Ferdinand of Austria in Sarajevo was the incident that started World War I.

