Приложение 1 

Christmas in Australia

          Christmas in Australia happens in the summer. It is often very hot.   It is not unusual to have Christmas Day well into the mid 30 degrees Celsius.

         A traditional meal includes a turkey dinner, with ham, and pork. A flaming Christmas plum pudding is added for dessert. In the Australian gold rushes, Christmas puddings often contained a gold nugget. Today a small favor is baked inside. Whoever finds this knows s/he will enjoy good luck. Another treat is Mince Pies.

        Some Australians and particularly tourists often have their Christmas dinner at midday on a local beach; Bondi Beach in Sydney's Eastern Suburbs attracts thousands of people on Christmas Day. At many beaches Santa Claus arrives on a surfboard. Other families enjoy their day by having a picnic swimming in a pool, playing Cricket out the backyard, and other outdoor activities.

      Christmas shopping is often done in shorts and t-shirts. Indeed one of the most typical Australian Christmas presents is a beach towel.
        Because of the weather, the atmosphere of Christmas is different. Instead of being a serious time where most families are indoors, Australians are usually outdoors in shorts and T-shirts, taking a cold six-pack of beer to a friend's barbecue. There are loads of summer festivals with people celebrating Christmas in carnival style. Australians surround themselves with Christmas Bush, a native plant which has little red flowers.
Christmas in Great Britain.
      The most popular holiday in Great Britain is Christmas. They celebrate Christmas on the 25th of December. There are a lot of traditions connected with Christmas. Every year the people of Norway give the city of London a present. It’s a big Christmas tree and it stands in Trafalgar Square. Most families decorate their houses with a Christmas tree, buy gifts for the family and friends, and write Christmas cards. In England almost every family receives more than 60 Christmas cards.

        The traditional Christmas meals are roast turkey and Christmas pudding. In England people make Christmas pudding before Christmas. All the family stirs the pudding and makes a wish. It’s a traditional meal which people cook for Christmas party. They think that if they all take part in mixing it, they will be happy. When the pudding is hot they put 5-penny pieces in it, and sometimes little silver charms- a horseshoe, a button and a ring. A horseshoe means a happiness and good luck, a button-wealth, a ring-marriage

If there are children in the family people usually have Christmas crackers. Inside them there are many surprising things Decorating Christmas tree became popular in Germany. Prince Albert took the tradition to England

        When Jesus was born wise men from the East came to worship him. They gave the Child present – gold, frankincense and myrrh. That's why people nowadays try to please their friends and relatives giving them Christmas presents.

       Traditionally, English children hang a long stocking at the end of the bed on Christmas Eve. In the morning they check whether the stocking has been filled with small toys, fruit and sweet. Larger toys will be near.

