                                                                                                     The supplement 4.
TRACKLAYER TRACTOR
The main difference between the general purpose tractor and the tracklayer is the replacement of the four wheels by the endless tracks. These tracks transmit the power and the weight of the tractor to the soil and it is therefore able to pull or push very heavy loads. The weight of the crawler is distributed over a large track area and this keeps damage to a wet soil to minimum, and allows a tracklayer to operate under conditions unsuitable for wheeled tractors. It is steered by controlling the speed of one track relative to the other. Hydraulic power is available for the operation of external equipment but p. t. o. and three-point linkage is seldom fitted. Also, the work it can perform on the farm is limited and therefore tracklayers are used as farm tractors only on heavy land arable farms, where they can work in conditions unsuitable for wheeled tractors. They are used for heavy tasks such as mole drainage аnd earth moving.
Read the following words.
1. tracklayer tractor - гусеничный трактор                            8. to distribute - распределять
2. general - purpose tractor - трактор общего назначения  9. condition - условие
3. wheel – колесо.                                                                    10. speed - скорость
4. transmit – передавать                         11. external equipment - навесное оборудование
5. power – мощность                        12. p. t. о. (power-take-off) - вал отбора мощности
6. weight – вес                     I3.three point linkage - трех-точечное навесное устройство
7. crawler - гусеничный трактор (syn. Tracklayer)
14. mole drainage - кротовый дренаж
15. replacement – замена, пополнение
Answer the following questions.

1. What is the main difference between the general purpose tractor and the tracklayer?

2. Does the crawler damage a wet soil? Why?

3. When is  the tracklayer used as the farm tractor? 
