Extreme Sport
Alex Thompson is a bobsleigh rider. Why does she do it? Because she is addicted to     
speed. This becomes (1) hugely/absolutely clear when she describes what a bobsleigh run is    like. “The start of a slide run is often (2) fairly/completely gentle, but then the track falls away and it’s (3) very/really steep. That’s when the speed picks up, and some (4) really/absolutely amazing thrills kick in.” How long does it take? The answer she gives is (5) quite/utterly mind-blowing – about 49 seconds. The average speed she reaches is 120pkh, and the only thing separating Alex’s body from the ice is essentially a flat piece of metal on skates. Lying head-first, her visibility is (6) extremely/totally limited and she can see only about one metre ahead. When she’s travelling at speed the time she has to make decisions is (7) very/utterly short. When it goes well, the whole experience can be (8) absolutely/totally overwhelming. Asked whether she feels upset that her sport is less well funded than others, Alex is (9) slightly/completely honest: “I’d like more money – of course I would. But I’d do it anyway – it’s (10) extremely/terribly important to me, and I just can’t imagine how boring life would be without it.”
