The throw-away society
Many countries bury and forget millions of tons of rubbish every year. But we don’t have to throw away all waste paper, glass, metal, plastic. We can also burn or recycle a lot of it. In fact waste can be very useful stuff.
A. Britain is well on the way to being swamped by rubbish. Every year each family offers the dustmen one ton of “mixed waste”(two black sacks a week), but we can recycle most of this.
If we recycle things, we can save money, energy and natural resources. Recycling the Sunday New York Times newspaper, for example, will save 75,000 trees every week.
B. More than half of the dustbin content is a combination of paper (33%) and vegetable matter (20%). The rest includes glass (10%), dust and ash (10%) and smaller quantities of metals, plastics and textiles.
C.  How do we get rid of this rubbish? We find or dig huge holes in the ground and fill them with this stuff. These are known as “landfill sites”.
D. This 20 million ton of rubbish pose major environmental problem polluting the area. In is a slow and unseen menace. Methane gas given off by decaying organic matter can build up and explode. Toxic materials poison the water and air and pose a long term threat to our food chain.
Moreover, a lot of rubbish is not biodegradable. Plastic, metals and chemicals will not disappear for hundreds of years. So we must avoid using non-biodegradable materials.
E. But a lot of what we throw away is still useful. The glass, plastic, metal, oil, textile, paper, cardboard, battery content we send to landfill is potentially very valuable because it is a concentrated source of many raw materials. Rubbish can be also burn to generate electricity and heat our homes.
F. Britain recycles less than 1, 5% of waste. It is a pretty poor record if compared to 10% in the US and Germany, 14% in the Netherlands, 18% in Canada. There is a problem- recycling is expensive. But it should be sponsored by government, local councils and industry.
G.  Still the number of recycling centers is growing. Collection “banks” and kerbside “blue boxes” have become very popular. Consumers separate materials (paper, metal, textiles, glass, cans, plastic containers) and take them to collection points. It cuts waste going to landfill by half and reduces pollution.

H. There are over 350 power stations in the world that make electricity from rubbish. Most of them are in Europe and Japan.

In London, a power station burns 400,000 tons of rubbish a year. This heats water that makes steam. The steam turns a generator.

In New York, a power station burns 2250 tons a day. It makes electricity for 70,000 people. However, New York produces 10 million tons of rubbish a year. Most of it is never used again.
swamp- затоплять, утоплять
sack- мешок
textile- текстиль
landfill- мусорная яма; site- свалка
kerbside- обочина
