Приложение 1

 «READING».

Text 1. Madonna has never been a “good girl” in spite of her religious nickname. But who knows what she started from? She comes from an Italian poor family and looked for a meal in trash bins at the beginning of her career. At first she was a dancer at night clubs and had only one dress. Now Madonna is one of the richest performers in the world, a happy mother and the most successful figure in show-business.
· Was Madonna’s life before fame hard or easy? Prove it.

Text 2. Rap is a rather special style of music. It’s also a part of the black culture, borrowed by us. The Blacks are thought to be the most professional rap performers. The point is rap is not singing but the fast loud speaking in a certain rhythm. M.C. Hammer is one of the most skilled rap singers, but Eminem has made this style worldwide among teenagers.

· What is special in rap style performing?

Text 3. Music has become a huge industry nowadays. Show-business seems to be like a big machine producing new singers and bands. A few years ago teens were fond of buying various CDs with the records of their favourite songs. Nowadays there is no need to do that. The Internet gives an opportunity to find any composition you’d like. You can also find  music of the song without singer’s voice. So, a lot of CD sellers have lost their profits.

· Why is it a hard time for the shops, selling CDs?

Text 5. In 1957 a group of professional musicians in Los-Angeles decided to create an organization which would represent people who worked in the recording business. They wanted to celebrate the achievements not only of musicians and singers but also of the people, who work behind the stage, such as producers and engineers. This was the beginning of … Award.
· Can you guess what the name of the Award is?

Text 6. This style of music is connected with the revolution in musical preferences. It broke the habits and brought a fresh wave into the musical industry. Elvis Presley won the title of the King for his star performing of this style.

· What style of music is the text about?

Text 7. The overwhelming career of this singer started from the changing his name. Probably it’s the case of fortune, but now Sir Elton John enjoys the greatest popularity all over the world. He has created a great amount of touching romantic ballads. During his concerts he doesn’t just sing but plays the piano.

· Is Elton John” his real name or just a pseudonym?

Text 8. For today’s teenagers the name of Moby is associated mainly with a bald guy, who creates fantastic electronic music. He mixes different genres: trash, break-beat, dance-pop and has a phenomenal sense of rhythm. One of his singles “Thousand” was put into the Guinness Book as the fastest single ever, approximately in at 1000beats a minute. And surely you don’t know that he is fond of charity and he’s an active member of the movement protecting animals.
- What of his singles was put into the Guinness Book and why?

 Text 9. Pink’s real name was Alicia. She is a “rebellious girl” with a very energetic way of performing. The stories told in her songs are close to each teenager because they are devoted to the usual things that trouble them. She prefers singing about the real moments of life like in “Family Portrait” or “Dear Diary”. And there’re no limits for her creativity and ideas. One of her wonderful works are a soundtrack for the film “Charley’s Angels” and “Lady Marmalade” together with Maya and Christina Aguilera.
· Why do teenagers love Pink’s singing?

Text 10. “Modern Talking” is a real symbol of the 80s Disco-style. They are two men from Germany singing in English. Maybe the texts of their songs are too simple, but the melodies are so catchy. That’s why people all over the world even nowadays love their music. The group was organized in 1984 and worked in the styles of Euro-Disco and Euro-Dance. In 1980s the duet became one of the most popular in the world. In 1987 Thomas Anders left the group to start his own career and Dieter Bohlen organized another group called “Blue System”. But the story of “Modern Talking” was not finished because in 1998 they started working together again and made their fans happy with their new songs.
- Why are their songs so popular?
