The ABC of London
A – the Albert Memorial is situated in Kensington Gardens, directly to the north of the Royal Albert Hall. It was commissioned by Queen Victoria in memory of her beloved husband, Prince Albert who died of typhoid in 1861. 

B - Big Ben - The Clock Tower called “Big Ben” is known the world over. The name Big Ben actually refers not to the clock-tower itself, but to the thirteen ton bell hung within. The bell was named after the first commissioner of works, Sir Benjamin Hall.

B - the British Museum is a museum of human history and culture in London. Its collections, which number more than seven million objects, are amongst the largest and most comprehensive in the world and originate from all continents, illustrating and documenting the story of human culture from its beginnings to the present. 

B - Buckingham Palace - Buckingham Palace is the official London residence of the British monarch. Located in the City of Westminster, the palace is a setting for state occasions and royal hospitality. 

C - Charing   Cross. The name of the place comes from the time of Edward I, who in 1291 built a stone at the village of Charin, a mile from Westminster in memory of his deceased wife, Eleanor, who was buried there. You may see the reproduction of the old cross in the entrance to Charing Cross station.  

C - Covent Garden is a district in London. It is mainly associated with the former fruit and vegetable market located in the central square which is now a popular shopping and tourist site, and the Royal Opera House, which is also known as “Covent Garden”.

D - 10 Downing Street in London, colloquially known in the United Kingdom as “Number 10”, is the official residence and office of the First Lord of the Treasury of the United Kingdom or the Prime Minister. Number 10 Downing Street is one of the most famous addresses in the United Kingdom and the world. Almost three hundred years old, the building contains about one hundred rooms. 

E – Eye of London or Millennium Wheel, formerly the British Airways London Eye is a 135-metre (443 ft) tall observation wheel situated on the banks of the River Thames in the British capital. It is the tallest Ferris wheel in Europe, and the most popular paid tourist attraction in the United Kingdom, visited by over 3.5 million people annually. 

F - Fleet Street is a street, named after the River Fleet, a stream that now flows underground. It was the home of the British press until the 1980s. Now it continues to be used as a metonym for the British national press.

G - the Globe Theatre was a theatre in London associated with William Shakespeare. It was built in 1599 by Shakespeare’s playing company and was destroyed by fire on 29 June 1613.  A second Globe Theatre was built on the same site by June 1614 and closed in 1642. 
G – the Green Park is one of the Royal Parks of London. Covering 19 hectares it lies between London’s Hyde Park and St. James’s Park. By contrast with its neighbors, Green Park has no lakes, no buildings and few monuments. The park consists entirely of wooded meadows. 

	


H - Houses of Parliament or Westminster Palace, is the meeting place of the two houses of the Parliament of the United Kingdom—the House of Lords and the House of Commons. It lies on the north bank of the River Thames in the heart of the London borough of the City of Westminster.
H - Hyde Park, originally a royal hunting forest, is the largest park in London. In summer the Serpentine canal, which flows through the park, is always full of swimmers, rowers and sunbathers. The park is contiguous with Kensington Gardens. Hyde Park covers 142 hectares (350 acres).

I - Imperial War Museum is a British national museum organisation with branches at five locations in England, three of which are in London. The museum was founded during the First World War in 1917 and intended as a record of the war effort and sacrifice of Britain and her Empire. 

K - Kensington Gardens, once the private gardens of Kensington Palace, is one of the Royal Parks of London, lying immediately to the west of Hyde Park. The park covers an area of 111 hectares. The open spaces of Kensington Gardens, Hyde Park, Green Park and St. James’s Park together form an almost continuous “green lung” in the heart of London between Kensington and Westminster. Children gather here by the statue of Peter Pen, James Barrie’s well-know storybook character.  

K - Kensington Palace is a royal residence set in Kensington Gardens. It has been a residence of the British Royal Family since the 17th century. It was the official residence of Diana, Princess of Wales (until her death in 1997), of Princess Margaret (until her death in 2002) and of Princess Alice (until her death in 2004).

L - London Bridge is a bridge over the River Thames, connecting the City of London and Southwark, in central London. It was the only bridge over the Thames downstream from Kingston until Putney Bridge opened in 1729. 

M - Madame Tussauds is a major tourist attraction located in Central London. It is famous for recreating famous people, or celebrities, in wax. It is the original Madame Tussauds attraction, having been situated on Marylebone Road since 1884. It was set up by wax sculptor Marie Tussaud. It is operated by Merlin Entertainments.
M - the Marble Arch was originally planned as a monument to Nelson and was to be the main entrance to Buckingham Palace, but by mistake it was made too small for the State carriage to pass through, and in 1851 it was placed in its present position. It is a white Carrara-marble monument almost directly opposite Speakers’ Corner in Hyde Park. 

N - the National Gallery contains one of the finest collections of pictures in the world. The National Gallery in London was founded in 1824 and houses a rich collection of over 2,300 paintings dating from the mid-13th century to 1900 in its home on Trafalgar Square. 

N - the Natural History Museum is home to life and earth science specimens comprising some 70 million items within five main collections: Botany, Entomology, Mineralogy, Paleontology and Zoology. Many of the collections have great historical as well as scientific value, such as specimens collected by Darwin. The museum is particularly famous for its exhibition of dinosaur skeletons.

N - Nelson’s column is a tall column with the figure of Nelson at its top. The column is guarded by four bronze lions. It is a monument in Trafalgar Square built to commemorate the death of Admiral Nelson at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805. 

O - Oxford Street is a major thoroughfare in the City of Westminster in the West End. There are 548 shops in Oxford Street; it is Europe’s busiest shopping street, as well as the most dense. The street was formerly part of the London-Oxford road. 

P - Piccadilly Circus is a famous road junction and public space of London’s West End in the City of Westminster, built in 1819 to connect Regent Street with the major shopping street of Piccadilly. In this context, a circus, from the Latin word meaning “circle”, is a round open space at a street junction.
P - Poet’s Corner is the name traditionally given to a section of the South Transept of Westminster Abbey because of the number of poets, playwrights, and writers buried and commemorated there (such as Chaucer, Dickens, Tennyson, Browning, Hardy, Kipling and others). Here, too, though, these writers are not buried in Westminster Abbey, are memorials to Shakespeare and Milton, Goldsmith and Scott, Thackeray and Longfellow.

Q - Queen Victoria Memorial is a sculpture, placed at the centre of Queen’s Gardens in front of Buckingham Palace. It was completed in 1911. It has a large statue of Queen Victoria and bronze statues of the Angel of Justice, the Angel of Truth and Charity.

R - Regent’s Park is one of the Royal Parks of London. It is in the north-western part of central London. A trip along Regent’s Canal in a waterbus gives a change to see London Little Venice. It contains Regent’s College and the London Zoo.

R - the Royal Albert Hall is one of the UK’s most treasured and distinctive buildings, recognisable the world over. Since its opening by Queen Victoria in 1871, the world’s leading artists from every kind of performance genre have appeared on its stage. Each year it hosts more than 350 performances including classical concerts, rock and pop, ballet and opera, tennis, award ceremonies, school and community events, charity performances and lavish banquets.

S - Speaker’s Corner is an area where open air public speaking, debate and discussion are allowed. The original and most noted is in the north-east corner of Hyde Park. Speakers there may speak on any subject, as long as the police consider their speeches lawful, although this right is not restricted to Speakers’ Corner only – the same right to free speech applies everywhere else in the UK. 
S - St. James Park is a 23 hectare park in Westminster, the oldest of the Royal Parks of London. It is one of the most beautiful places in London. It is one of the most attractive of London’s parks. The best sight in the park is the lake; it is famous for its collection of water-birds. 

S - St. Paul’s Cathedral is the greatest of English churches. It was built by the famous English architect Sir Christopher Wren (1632-1723). St. Paul’s Cathedral with its huge dome and rows of columns is considered to be a fine specimen of   Renaissance architecture. In one of its towers hangs one of the largest bells in the world, Great Paul, weighing about 17.5 tons.

T – the Tate Gallery was founded in 1897, as the National Gallery of British Art. When its role was changed to include the national collection of Modern Art as well as the national collection of British art, it was renamed the Tate Gallery after Henry Tate, who had laid the foundations for the collection. 
T - Tower Bridge is a combined bascule and suspension bridge over the River Thames. It is close to the Tower of London, which gives it its name. It has become an iconic symbol of London. The bridge consists of two towers which are tied together at the upper level. 

T - the Tower of London is a historic castle on the north bank of the River Thames. It was founded by Julius Caesar and in1066 rebuilt by William the Conqueror. It was used as a fortress, a royal residence and a prison. Now it is a museum of amour and also the place where Crown Jewels are kept. In present days, just as many centuries ago, the Ceremony of the Keys takes place at its gates.

T - Trafalgar Square is a square in central London. With its position in the heart of London, it is a tourist attraction, and one of the most famous squares in the United Kingdom and the world. At its centre is Nelson's Column, which is guarded by four lion statues at its base. The name commemorates the Battle of Trafalgar (1805), a British naval victory of the Napoleonic Wars. 

V - Victoria and Albert Museum is the world's largest museum of decorative arts and design, housing a permanent collection of over 4.5 million objects. Named after Prince Albert and Queen Victoria, it was founded in 1852. Its collection spans 5,000 years of art, from ancient times to the present day, in virtually every medium, from the cultures of Europe, North America, Asia and North Africa. The holdings of ceramics, glass, textiles, costumes, silver, ironwork, jewellery, furniture, medieval objects, sculpture, prints and printmaking, drawings and photographs are among the largest and most comprehensive in the world. 

W - Westminster Abby is a large, mainly Gothic church, in Westminster, located just to the west of the Palace of Westminster. It is the traditional place of coronation and burial site for English, later British and later still (and currently) monarchs of the Commonwealth Realms. It briefly held the status of a cathedral from 1546–1556, and is a Royal Peculiar. Many English sovereigns, outstanding statesmen, painters and poets (Newton, Darwin and Tennyson among them) are buried here.

Z – Zoo is the world’s oldest scientific zoo. It was opened in London on April 27, 1828 and was originally intended to be used as a collection for scientific study. It was eventually opened to the public in 1847. Today it houses a collection of 755 species of animals, with 15,104 individuals, making it one of the largest collections in the United Kingdom.
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