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                              ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
1. What mighty rivers of the USA do you know?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
2. What big mountain chains can you name?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
3. What attracts people to the Grand Canyon?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
4. What is the size of the Grand Canyon?
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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feel its true size and beauty. The Colorado River formed
the Grand Canyon over millions of years. Slowly, the river
cut down through hard rock. Today, the canyon is one mile
deep and 200 miles (820 km) long. It’s interesting that
there are different kinds of plants and animals on opposite
sides of the canyon. The south side is dry and desert coun-
try. The north side has tall forests. The canyon looks dif-
ferent at different times of day, and in different seasons
and weather. At sunrise and sunset the red, gold, brown,
and orange colours of the rocks are especially clear and
bright. In winter, the canyon is partly covered with snow.
You can walk down into the Grand Canyon, or you can go
down on the back of a mule.! But be careful to carry enough
water because inside the canyon, it is very hot — much
_hotter than .at the top. }
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58. Many rivers cross the United States. But the great-
est is the mighty Mississippi. Native Americans called it
“the father of waters”. It begins quietly in the north of
the country and ends in the Gulf of Mexico, nearly four
thousand miles' (6400 km) away. On its journey to the sea,
the Mississippi travels through several states, and becomes
larger and more powerful, it brings water to farmlands.
And the Mississippi has been an important waterway since
early times, when native Americans travelled on the river
in canoes. Among other big rivers are the Colorado and the
Missouri. The Colorado River rises in the Rocky Mountains
or the Rockies that stretch from Alaska down almost to
the south of the country. Another big mountain chain is
the Appalachians in the east also running from north to
south.

The Grand Canyon is one of America’s main tourist
attractions. It is so big that you must go there yourself to
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