[image: image1.jpg]Tumbleweeds often appear in
different descriptions of desert in
cinema, literature, mass media and
others. It’s characteristic and
memorable feature that conveys a
|sense of  insipidity. Tumbleweeds
are consist of dead and dry parts of
plants. Stem should be thin, light and
intertwined.

Tumbleweed can grow as snowball
picking up other dry branches and
stabs. Tumbleweeds can be more than miter in diameter. In other circumstances
dead plant usually putrefies in it’s place; but lack of water allows it to remain as
atumbleweed for a long time. This fact is used by some plants to spread their
seeds. Seeds stay alive even when all other parts of plant are dead and
constantly scattered around during the “tour” of tumbleweed. The shape of
sphere helps to roll over big distances and finally find places with a source of
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S B A desert is a arid biotope where is
almost no rain. The air is dry. The
e & most known is the sand deserts but
= Sthere are many deserts in all
latitudes, including arctic, stony
and clay desserts all over the world.
- Deserts usually are plain.
e Wind and sometimes loose sand
| \smooth roughness of the ground.
S ~ More than 10% of land is occupied
with different kinds of desserts and their territory continues to increase. One of
the main reasons of it is human activities that lead to degradation of soils.

The conditions is so severe that deserts are almost desperate. Only special
species can survive there. Desert animals and plants have learned how to
minimize evaporation of water and how to effectively gather it during short
rainy scason or to reach subterrancan waters. But some species aren’t hiding
from heat of the day or hibernates somewhere deep underground but travel over
long distances to find water. Even if they haven't found it for a long time they
stay active. One of the most well known example is camel. Camels learned to
struggle with dehydration, primarily with thickening of blood. Their humps are
used mostly as a source of energy but not as a source of water. Also they protect
organism of camels from overheating. Fur is also protects from overheating and
excessive evaporation.





[image: image3.jpg]The Grand Canyon is the most
well known American place of interest.
It was carved in the rocks by the
Colorado River during 10 million years.
Even granite on the bottom of the
Colorado river can’t resist it. The river
washes away half a tone of rock every
day. Basin of the river is 440 kilometers

+The Ancient
Pueblo People
were a Native
American

The  Ancient
Puebloans were
the first
people 10 live
in the Grond
Canyon area

+ The Colorado
River basin (of
which  the
Grand Canyon
is a part) has
developed  in
the past 40
million years

long. It’s more than 1,5 kilometers | . About 600
deep. It’s width is up to 30 kilometers. deaths have
. . d
Tl'}.\crc is national park now. Tt ::iums”"':
attracts more then 2 million people every year. Visitors can | canyon since
the 1870s.

view an area with the guide, see the canyon from the
famous observation deck with a transparent floor or just
take a photo of spectacular view. Despite it’s arid and hot

It’s so hot in the bottom of canyon so
visitors are prohibited to go by foot there or
they have a chance to loose their
consciousness. There is dramatic difference
of temperature. Oaks and birches grow on
the top of canyon and cactuses on the
bottom. There is a diverse ccosystem
which includes almost 2000 spices of
But building of Glen Canyon Dam and

animal and plants.
mining even mining of uranium can harm it’s flora and fauna.





[image: image4.jpg]Lake Baikal is a big lake in Siberia. Siberia is part of Russia. Lake Baikal
is the biggest fresh water reservoir in the world. The Baikal contains one fifth
777777 part of all fresh water on the Earth. The lake is near

lrkutsk It is about 636 ki long, between 20 km and
2 ,80 km wide, and at its deepest point it is 1,700
|meter deep. With this depth it is the deepest lake on
|Earth.
I The lake is very special. Some fish you can see
lonly in the Baikal and nowhere else. For example,
omul can be found only in this lake. It is a kind of
freshwater whitefish. It is fished, smoked, and sold
on all markets around the lake. For many travelers on the Trans-Siberian
railway, purchasing smoked omul is one of the highlights of the long journey.
There are over 1000 species of plants and 1550 species and varieties of
animals. Over 60% of animals are unique; that means of 52 species of fish 27
are endemic. There are many species of seals, baikal seal or nerpa.
Bears and deer can be watched and hunted by Baikal coasts. Now Baikal lake
is one the most protected places in the world.
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[image: image5.jpg]A significant percentage of world’s geysers situated
in not very large territory in the Middle West. There
arc three thousand of geysers; more then two-thirds
of the total number is there, This place considered to
be picturesque and that’s why there was established
the first national park in the world. All other parks
were projected after it. The ground in this place
actually is clinker. Long time ago giant volcano (now
it’s mouth became a lake in the center of park)
erupted and created a basis for modern landscape,
flora and fauna. It is expected it can erupt once again
and ruin beauty of this place.





[image: image6.jpg]There are highland and
lowland ecosystems not far
from each other.

The park’s wildlife includes
grizzly bears, wolves. bisons,
elks and 50 other species.
Flora is diverse. There are
more than 1.500 species of
plants. Some of them are
listed as endangered. Unusual
bacterial colonies from local

Now it’s not a just a virgin forest. There are hundreds
kilometers of roads and elaborated infrastructure which
provides comfortable conditions of touristic activities.
There are many camping sites, special hiking trails and
excursion programs. It is visited approximately by 2
million of tourists annually.
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[image: image8.jpg]Special natural conditions of Alaska help to imagine
past centuries. It is a land of contrasts. Glaciers and hot
springs, tundra and mountains remind the great myth of
developing of new lands. Almost nothing has changed since
ancient times. Mountaineering, canoeing, sled dog rides and
fishing are seemed to carry on activities of first settlers.
That’s why so many tourists visit Alaska every year. History
of Alaska began when the first Russian settlement was
founded in 1784. Then Russian-American Company
governed this territory in the name of Russian emperor.
Alaska was sold to USA for 7 billion dollars because of few
reasons. The main one was exhaustion of natural source of
fur that made the most profit. Gold Rush and discovery of oil
made Alaska economically important. Desert department
became a rightful state.

This peninsula is also distinguished as an object of
scientific research because of the unique animal world and
vegetation. Frequent auroras and earthquakes provide
wonderful possibility of studying of these phenomena. The
importance of Alaska is many-sided and it t can scarcely be
overestimated
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Tule Tree is a vér}' large trec which i

located near the city of Oaxaca, Mexic:
It is a Taxodium mucronatum. This tree is
0 m tall. The diameter of it’s crown is 1
m. Tule tree is more than one thousan
years old and it was mentioned in legen
of ancient Indians.

Dragon Tree in Icod de los Vinos in, 1
j Canary Islands. It is approximately 650
ven 1500 years old. It consists of man
twisted small trunks. It’s sap is used
# traditional medicine and in production

unique violins.

Baobab tree is widespread in Africa ar
Australia. Their trunks usually are full
water and it helps animals and people
survives during severe droughts.
leaves and fruits are edible.
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[image: image11.jpg]Discovering of spiritual life of ancient people is the most exiting
moment in the investigations of prehistoric societies. They are
influential but subtle. We have many remnants of material activities
but we have almost no sources connected with senses, beliefs,
representations et ¢. Rock art helps us to imagine inner world of
prehistoric people. It widely spread around the world. We can find
ancient drawings on natural stone in almost all regions that were
inhibited by prehistoric people.

This art is valuable both as artwork and as object of scientific
investigations. Almost all this drawings are considered to be ritual.
Prehistoric people wanted to go beyond their everyday life. They
wanted to send a message to future generations and to supernatural
beings. Ancient people also have more practical aims. People
believed that drawings would bring them fortune in everyday
activities. They thought if hunting in the picture on the wall is

successful real one should be successful too.
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