Some more facts about S.V.Kovalevskaya.

Sophia was a gifted child. She got home eduction. At the age of 12 she was fond of poetry and mathematics. At the age of 15 she began studying higher mathematics seriously. She chose her way and nothing could turn her off it.

In the 19th century almost all teachers in Russia were men. Knowledge of higher mathematics was not required. Sophia could only get a job of a teacher of arithmetics.

S.Kovalevskaya had a literary talent,too. She contributed to the newspaper “New Time” and sometimes it was profitable.

S.Kovalevskaya and her husband lived in poverty. In the end Vladimir ruined himself and in 1883 he shot himself.

In 1887 Sophia met Maxim Kovalevski, and that meeting changed her life completely. At that time he was teaching at Moscow University, but soon he left Russia and delivered lectures in England, France and Sweden. Maxim became Sophia’s second husband.

Kovalevskaya greatness lies not only for her achievements in mathematics, but also in her contribution to women’s struggle for equal rights with men to receive higher education in her best European universities.

She changed public attitudes, proving that women were capable of excellence in complicated subjects, including mathematics.

Shortly before her death Sophia Kovalevskaya began writing a philosophical story “When There Will Be No Death Anymore”. She died on February 10, 1891. Her last words were: “Too much happiness”.

Contemporary scientists have a very high regard for Kovalevskaya and have paid tribute to the great mathematician by naming a crater on the Moon after her.

Sophia’s Happy Childhood Home.

S.V.Kovalevskaya (1850-1891) is a brilliant mathematician, the first woman who became a corresponding member of the St.petersburg’s Academy of Science, she was a talented writer, a publicist, an active member of the social movement in the 19th century.

She spent her adolescence and her youth in Polibino. Polibino is situated on the picturesque shore of the lake near the highway road connecting Velikiye Luki and Nevel.

The first information about Polibino appeared in the 18th century when the village was the part of the large state of General I.I.Mikhelson. 

In 1841 V.V.Korvin-Krukovski (Sophia’s Father) bought this estate on the public tenders and rebuilt it totally.

S.Kovalevskaya wrote in her “Memoirs of the Childhood”: “Among this wild little populated country our house in Polibino was very strange with its terraces, bordered on the garlands of the roses in summer, with its vast greenhouses and hotbeds”.

In 1858 the family moved to Polibino with 3 children: Anna, Sophia and Fyodor. The eldest sister Anna Vasilievna Ghaklar was the member of the Parisian Commune, she also was a very close friend and a tutor for the young Sophia.

Sophia lived in the building between the ages of 8 and 18.

Her wedding to a man whom she didn’t at first love was held in the village on October 1 1868 and after that she went to St. Petersburg to seek the adventures of scientific life.

After the father’s death the estate became the property of Sophia’s brother F.V.Korvin-Krukovski.Before the revolution the estate had had different owners. 

There was a children’s labour colony in the estate in the 20s. Then there was a children’s home there.

A monument of mid-19th century architecture, the building resembles a castle and is atypical for the Pskov region. It is believed that the architect Alexander Bryullov designed the building. He is well known for his architectural ensembles in  

St. Petersburg.

The museum is the only one in the world devoted to Kovalevskaya. Her archives are kept here, including her private correspondence, photographs of her and her close contemporaries.

You can see her books from the private library, the copy of the novel “Nihilist”, the lifetime edition of the story “Memoirs of the childhood” with her autograph, the albums for photos, the heraldic seal of the general Korvin-Krukovskiy, the pair of the ball shoes, the cape from the eider-down, which belonged to S.V.Kovalevskaya, the rug, embroidered by Sophia for the gift to the Swedish astronomer Gugo Gyulden, different items of the arts and crafts (applied art) and the furniture.

In August 2003, a special exhibition was opened at the memorial estate of devoted to Kovalevskaya, Yulia Lermontova and other women scientists who were the first to receive a degree in Russia.
There is a bust to S.Kovalevskaya in front of the house. It is very remarkable. 

S.Kovalevskaya was a nihilist and an extreme democrat. She thought that intellectuals ought to live “among the people,” not isolated in comfortable villas. She refused to go inside the house itself, but agreed to look inside the door. Now she stands permanently facing that door, on the outside looking in.

