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Приложение 2.

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart was a musical genius. He was born in 1756 in Salzburg, Austria. His father, Leopold, was a musician. He taught Wolfgang and his sister Maria Anna to play musical instruments. Wolfgang started to play the piano when he was only three years old. One day Leopold and some musicians were playing a piece of music. Wolfgang was listening to them. After they finished, he started to play the violin part exactly as he had heard it. Wolfgang remembered the music after hearing it just once.

Wolfgang wrote his first piece of music for the piano when he was five years old. When he was six, he was already earning money for his family. He played for kings and queens and other important people. They paid a lot of money to hear him. He wrote his first symphony at the age of eight and his first opera at the age of eleven. People called him the ‘wonder child’. Wolfgang liked attention. He worked hard and travelled a lot. 

Mozart was cute as a child. He had red cheeks and bright blue eyes. But as he got older, he was not handsome. He was a small man with a large head and pale skin. He was always worried about his appearance. He liked to wear elegant clothes. He also took special care of his hair, which he thought was his best feature. 
Mozart fell in love with his landlady’s daughter. She did not love him, so he married her sister, Constanze. Constanze was very much like her husband. She was musical and loved to have fun. Unfortunately, the Mozarts had money problems. Wolfgang made a lot of money, but he was always in debt. Sometimes people didn’t pay him with money; they gave him watches and jewelry instead. But when he got money, he usually spent it on expensive clothes and furniture. One story said that once when Mozart had no money to heat his house, he danced with his wife to keep warm. The Mozarts had six children, but only two lived to be adults. 

Mozart worked very hard. He liked to work when it was quiet in the house. He began work at six o’clock in the evening and worked all night. He liked to write music while he was standing. He often slept for only four hours a night. He also worked very quickly. He wrote three of his greatest works in only six weeks. He also wrote a whole opera in just a few weeks. Many people believe that Mozart wrote faster than any other composer in history.  Mozart also had the ability to write all kinds of music. He wrote operas, symphonies, and church music. And he wrote music for every instrument. He even wrote music for clocks. In all, Mozart wrote over 600 pieces of music.

Mozart died at the age of 35. No one really knows how he died. Some people believe someone poisoned him. Others say that he had a weak heart. Sadly, no one went to his funeral. They buried him as a poor person in a grave with no name. No one knows where his body is to this day. 
