Приложение №21

William Wallace
   His name was William Wallace, and he was the second son of Sir Malcolm Wallace. They said that he was very tall and handsome, very strong with a noble face and a lot of long fair hair. He was about twenty years old when the English King came and the dark days began for Scotland. Many stories are told of his quarrels with Englishmen at this period of his life and of his wonderful feats, which made his name a terror to the enemies. Wallace refused to bend the knee to the English King. Such people were called outlaws. They lived a wild free life in the woods and hills. Wallace became their chief.

   Some years before he had loved and married Marian Bradfute, the daughter if Hew de Bradfute. Their marriage was a secret. One day, when Wallace came to her house, he saw English soldiers who told bad words about him. Wallace began to fight with them, but there were very many English soldiers and at that moment his wife opened the door and that saved his life. So Marian said to the governor that she was Wallace`s wife, and then she and her family were killed and their house was burnt. It was a terrible blow to Wallace. He and his friends killed the governor in the street at night. That was the beginning of an open rebellion. Wallace became the leader of the army. Several battles were fought, and people saw in Wallace the man who would lead them to freedom.

   The first great battle with the English army was near the town of Stirling. The army of the King Edward was better and bigger. Many of Wallace`s soldiers were killed. Later Wallace was betrayed into the hands of the English. He was executed, his head was put on a pole on London Bridge. He was only thirty-five when he died. Wallace spent his life in fighting for his country`s freedom.

Ireland
   Ireland was conquered by Norman lords in 1169. They defeated the Irish Kings and tribes very easily. The King of England Henry 2 was afraid that his lords wanted to become independent, so he went to Ireland. He forced the Irish chiefs and Norman lords to accept his lordship. Henry 2 made Dublin, the old Viking town, the capital of his new colony. Much of western Ireland remained in the hands of the Irish chiefs, the eastern territory was in the hands of Norman lords.

   Later Henry 2`s grandson Edward 1 took from Ireland as much money and as many men as he could for his wars against the Welsh and the Scots. So Ireland was drained. The Irish chiefs continued to live as they had always done, moving from place to place. The Anglo-Irish lords built strong stone castles, as they had done in Wales. But they also became almost completely independent from the English Crown.

Wales
   The conquest of Wales took place during the beginning of Edward 1`s reign. The Welsh were very poor. The great parts of the country were given to Norman barons by William the Conqueror. Sometimes those barons rebelled against the King and the Welsh helped them. Edward 1 attacked Wales from the sea and at last conquered it by starvation. In 1284 Edward united west Wales with England. The Welsh needed a new prince and Edward 1 made his son (later Edward 2) Prince of Wales.

Scotland
   In Scotland things were very different. The Scottish kings were much stronger than the Welsh kings. By the 11th century there was only one King of the Scots and he ruled all the south and east of Scotland. Only the English King could hope to defeat the Scots. Most English kings did not even try, but Edward 1 was different.

   In 1286 King of Scotland Alexander 3 died and there was a fight over the succession  to the Scottish throne. The Scottish nobles invited Edward 1 to solve this problem. Edward wanted to join Scotland to his Kingdom. Edward invaded Scotland and put John de Balliol on the Scottish throne. De Balliol`s four years as king were not happy. First Edward made him provide money and troops for the English army and the Scottish nobles rebelled.

   Then Edward invaded Scotland again and captured all the main Scottish castles. Besides, he stole the Stone of Destiny. Edward`s treatment of the Scots led to the creation of the resistance movement. It was led by William Wallace, a Norman-Scottish knight. But after one victory against English army Wallace`s “people`s army” was destroyed by Edward in 1297.

   Edward tried to make Scotland a part of England as he had done with Wales. Some Scottish nobles accepted him, but the people did not want to be ruled by the English King. Scottish nationalism was born on the day when Wallace died. A new leader led the struggle. It was Robert Bruce. Edward 1 marched against Robert Bruce and his army, but he died on the way north in 1327. On Edward`s grave were written the words “Edward, the Hammer of the Scots”. He wanted to destroy them, but in fact he hammered them into a nation. After Edward`s death Bruce had enough time to defeat the enemy and make himself accepted as the King of the Scots. When the son of his enemy Edward 2 invaded Scotland in 1314, Bruce destroyed his army. In 1320 the Scots wrote to the Pope in Rome to tell him that they would never accept English authority.

