Приложение №1

VII. Text for listening-comprehension.
(Английский язык 7 класс. Сборник тренировочных и проверочных заданий в формате ЕГЭ)

While Australia is famous for its many wonderful native animals, for example the kangaroo and the koala, it also has some less attractive animals, many of which were brought to Australia in the 19-th and 20-th centuries.

Perhaps the most well-known introduced animal is the rabbit, brought originally by early settlers for food. Another animal introduced by the settlers was the fox for the fox hunting.

But one of the most unusual animals ever brought here was the cane toad. It is a large, and some people would say, very ugly species of toad. It was imported to Australia by the sugar cane farmers in 1935 to reduce the amount of the beetle which kills the sugar cane plant.

The cane beetle is the natural enemy of the sugar cane plant. It lives in the cane and drops eggs onto the ground around the plant. In the beginning of the 20-th century there was a great population of cane beetles in Australia and farmers decided to get rid of them. So they decided to import the sugar cane toad to kill the beetles and one hundred of them from Hawaii.

As predicted the toads started to breed successfully and there were many of them in a short time. But there was one serious problem: they didn’t eat the beetles. And the reason for this was that toads lived on insects that they found on the ground. And the cane beetle lives on the top of the cane plant and toads don’t need to eat them. In fact they never come into contact with each other.

So the cane toad has turned useless in the natural environment of Australia.

