Yuri Gagarin.
Yuri Gagarin was the first man who flew into space.

Yuri Gagarin was born in the village of Klushino in Smolensk region on the 9th of March 1934.

In 1951 he graduated from a vocational school in the town of Lubertsy near Moscow. When he studied at school his favourite subjects were Physics, Maths and he read a lot of books.

When Yuri Gagarin studied at a technical secondary school in Saratov, he was a member of an aeroclub. Then he studied at flying school. And in 1957 he became a pilot and joined  the first group of Soviet astronauts.

On the 12th of April 1961 Yuri Gagarin flew into space in Vostok spaceship for the first time in history. He spent 108 minutes in space. 
When he came back he was awarded the order of Lenin and the Gold Star Medal.

After his flight Yuri Gagarin visited many countries. Millions of people greeted him as a Hero of the Earth.

Yuri Gagarin was a commander of the astronaut group. People all over the world remember him as the world’s first space pilot.
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Valentina Tereshkova.

Valentina Tereshkova was the first woman astronaut.

She was born in1937 in a village of Maslenkino in Yaroslavl region. She graduated from a vocational school and worked at Yaroslavl textile factory.

When she studied at school her favourite subjects were Physics, Maths and she liked reading books. As many other young people she was fond of parachute jumping and since 1959 she made 163 parachute jumps. She was a member of an aeroclub.

In 1962 she joined the group of Soviet astronauts. She was serious and brave and after special preparation in June 1963 Valentina Tereshkova flew into space in a spaceship Vostok-6. She spent 3 days in space and circled the Earth 48 times. 

When she came back she was awarded the Order of Lenin and the Gold Star Medal.

After the flight Valentina Tereshkova visited many countries. Millioms of people greeted her as the first woman-astronaut. She became a member of World Peace Counсil and fought for peace on our planet.
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