1 A. Look through the data on tourism in London. 

• London had 26 million visitors in 2000 and 130 million between 1995 and 2000.

• The population of the city is 7 million.

• Fifty per cent of the visitors to the city are foreigners.

• The tourism industry is worth £9.5 billon a year.

• The tourism industry supports 275,000 jobs.

• London has 300 galleries and museums.

• There are more than 150 theatres in London, i.e. 60,000 theatre seats on any one night.

• How do you think tourism influences the life of London residents? 

1В. Read the newsapaper article below and say which of the following is true:
1 Neal likes Suzdal.

2 Neal thinks Suzdal is not prosperous.

3 Neal feels sorry for the town.

4 Neal wishes tourism were better developed in the town.

5 Neal agrees with the article from The Moscow Times.

A GEM IN THE GOLDEN RING

By Neal Amis

First you see tiny wooden houses scattered across a green plain. They creep up on you and then, all of a sudden, you find yourself in the middle of an ancient town. Everywhere you look there's a church, a monastery, or the thick red walls and the stout square towers of the Suzdal Kremlin.
I checked into a private hotel and, on the way to my room, I unthinkingly picked up a copy of The Moscow Times from the hall table. There was an article about Suzdal in it. It called the city "an architectural jewel" and described a "feeling of quiet dignity” in the historic town. That sounded promising. But the writer also noted that, "At night, the street lamps are not lit. The city budget lacks the funds. There were flies in the guesthouse, a lack of road signs and other problems suggesting that tourists were likely to be scared off." Had I come to the right place?

It was a hot summer's day, so I started with a cold honey-and-herb drink, before hiring a horse-drawn carriage for a sight-seeing tour. I sat back and enjoyed the ancient beauty and the quiet dignity of the city. It felt as if time had stopped. There was no hurry as the horse ambled through the cobbled square, past the 18th century shopping arcade and a splendid old convent, where people were selling crafts. Every detail of the town fits together perfectly, even the shops which are decorated with iron signs that have been there for centuries. 
The modern world has arrived in Suzdal, however. There are satellite dishes on the neat, wooden houses with lace curtains and flowers in the windows, and the occasional luxury car honks its horn in competition with the ringing of the monastery bells. In the old inn, an air conditioner competes with dolls, candles and wooden decorations for wall space. Where were the crumbling houses and the dark streets? The little town I saw was flourishing. When I got back to the hotel, I checked the newspaper article again. It was written in August 1999. If only the author could come and see Suzdal now! 
Of course, there is still work to do before Suzdal becomes a five-star tourist destination. Although greatly changed, it is anything but five-star yet. If only there were more information signs to help both Russian visitors and foreign tourists. As in so many places, the roads could be better. Above all, the town now needs some investment in publicity and advertising to attract more visitors. This "architectural jewel" deserves to be better known. Then it will really prosper and become a sparkling gem in the Golden Ring.

Language work

2 B. Express your regret following the example from the text.

Example: If only the author could come and see Suzdal now!

1 The roads are bad after winter.

2 There are few foreign visitors compared with St Petersburg.

3 There is not enough advertising.

4 Not enough tourists have heard of the town.

5 The restoration is not complete.

6 Many Russian tourists prefer to go to the seaside.

2 C. Local residents might regret the following things.

Express their regret according to the example.

Example: If only more foreign tourists had heard of Suzdal.

1 There were not many bus routes to Suzdal.

2 Suzdal is not already a five-star tourist destination.

3 The local authorities didn't make the town a popular tourist destination ten years ago.

4 Local craftsmen didn't prosper for many years.

5 The convent was not rebuilt in the 1990s.

6 Suzdal was not near a major motorway.

2 E. Complete the sentences using anything but (что угодно но только не...)

1 "This church looks old, you say? It is..."

2 "What? An excursion at this time of night?..."

3 "This so-called "information" guide-book is...!"

4 "I can't say that I find the architecture attractive."

5 "Did she call this church splendid? I think it's..."

6 "Did they say his business is flourishing? I've always thought it is..."

	a) cobbled 

b) tourist destinations       

c) for centuries 

d) unthinkingly

e) churches and convents

f) crumbling

g) lacked

h) scattered across

i) flourish

j) dignity

k) splendid




3 В. Complete the sentences:

Towns and cities of the Golden Ring of Russia are popular (1)... and famous religious centers. Old (2)... stand on (3)... squares in the middle of the towns or are (4)... the countryside nearby. Guides invite you to take a walk along brightly-lit streets and admire the quiet (5)  ... of the ancient places. Even (6)... houses look like they have been like that (7).... The views are usually (8) businesses prosper, and tourists notice it as they wander (9)... around souvenir shops. Even though just a few years ago these cities (10)... funds, now they seem to (11)... as soon as tourists start coming in. 

Writing
4 A. In groups make a list of features which can make Suzdal/ your city / any other town you know attractive to tourists.

□ architectural monuments

□ historic sites

□ landscape

□ cultural life (theatres, cinemas, concert hafts, local crafts) 

□ sports facilities

□ museums and galleries

□ others  

4 В. Continue the list of things that (in your opinion) are needed to make your city (town) attractive as a tourist destination.
□ good tourist routes

□ trained guides

□ development of local crafts

□ good maintenance of historic sites

4C. Write three paragraphs describing your city / town as a tourist destination
• Use the vocabulary from Ex. ЗА and 3B.
	The features which make

 your city attractive for 

tourists.

	The facilities your city (town) needs to be a better tourist destination.

	Language support 

	· However …

· Unfortunately…

· But you should keep in mind…

· On the other hand…
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	The problems caused by tourism development that should be taken into account. 
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Writing 

5 In groups design a project to improve the place you live in.

• Follow the steps as shown below.

1 Describe the town / city you live in as a potential tourist destination (Ex. 4, Lessons 3-4).

2 Formulate the idea of the project. Take into account the following criteria:

a) Will the project be environmentally friendly?

b) Does it require large investment? 

c) Will it be financially viable?  

d) How many people will It employ?
e) What groups of tourists will it attract?

f) How will the community benefit from the project?

3 Work out the steps of your project implementation (Ex. 3B, Lessons 5-6).

4 Design your project.
