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Canberrais a totally planned city, with none of the vivacity and character of other Aus-
tralian cities. Itis the seat of government, and many of its monuments and buildings reflect
its central role in Australian life.

The centerpiece of the city is the new Parliament House, which was opened in 1983,

This is where Australia’s government meets. Canberra is also the “natural capital” and is
within easy reach of some of Australia’s most spectacular countryside.

Canberra s not one of Australia’s argest cities, but it is certainly one of the most impor-
tant. The government of Australia moved from Melbourne, the old capital, to Canberra in
1927. Canberra is a twentieth-century city, the product of a brilliantly planned and ex-
ecuted design. The principal architect of Canberra was Walter Burley Griffin who in 1912
won a worldwide competition for the design of the federal capital,

Canberra is the political and administrative capital of Australia. It s also the centre of
the nation's history, learning and research.

Although Canberra is a highly urban complex, the Australian “bush” is sill only minutes
from the city centre.

It took eight years to decide where to establish the national capital and another eigh-
teen years passed before the Australian Parliament moved to Canberra. The name Canberra
‘comes from the Aboriginal word “Kamberra” meaning meeting place.

The air here is fresh and crisp. No wonder the people of Canberra love to spend their
time outdoors!
There are many fine museums in Canberra. Canberra was designed by an American.

Canberra s a “cyclist's paradise”.

Australia’s national landmarks are located in Canberra. The National Gallery, the Na-
tional Science and Technology Centre, the High Court and the Old Parliament House are all
here.

True or false:
1. Canberra is the home of Australia’s government

2. New Parliament House was opened in 1988.

3. Canberra is one of the biggest cities of Australia.

4. Melbourne was the capital.

5. Canberra is a very old city.

6. Twenty six yeors passed before Australian Parliament moved to Canberra.

7. The people of Canberra love to go in for sports.

8. There is one fine museum in Canberro.

9. Canberra was the host for the Olympic Games of the 27 Olympiad in Australia.
10. The National Gallery is not located in Canberra.




