                                                        

                                                             Gzhel

        Gzhel is a name for a region about 60 kilometers from Moscow. The craft invented there is now one of the best-known Russian folk arts, named after it. There is a group of 27 villages located not far from Moscow called Gzhel, which has long been famous for its white-burning clay. 

The origin of this name is somehow connected with the verb zhech - "to fire, to burn". The place has always been the center of folk pottery and has played an important role in the history and development of Russian ceramic arts. Traditionally, Gzhel has supplied clay to many factories. The history of Russian pottery begins with Gzhel majolica of the 14 century, which was followed in the nineteenth century by half-faience and porcelain. The founder of Gzhel porcelain was Matvey Kuznetsov. Almost all the population of Gzhel produced majolica pottery, plates, pitchers, bratinas, mugs, inkpots and other. Pottery-painting on Gzhel majolica is close to the folk style of "lubok".

  In the 1980s Gzhel art was based on traditional artistic principles inherited from old masters. 
 The modern art of Gzhel is an active artistic trend with its ups and downs, and with the search of new ways. Here you can see technological process of making different things.

Our old masters Tatyana Dunashova, Ludmila Azarova and Zinaida Okulova retain the features and basic patterns characteristic of the famous Gzhel majolica produced in the second half of the eighteenth century.

                                  Гжель

                 Посмотри, какое чудо!

                Это гжельская посуда.

                Расцвели на белом фоне

               Чудно-синие цветы:

               Это русское раздолье,

               То, что сердцем любишь ты!

               Посмотри на этот рай,

               Подходи и покупай!

