                                Bogorodky toys 

    The most ancient and favourite material of Russian craftsmen is wood. Tools, utensils, furniture, toys were made of it.  
Toys were close to folklore, fairy tales, sense of humor and fun. In Russia there were some large centers for toys manufacturing. One of the most known is Bogorodky toys. This traditional folk crafts is located in the village Bogorodskoe. The village is about 25 km from Sergiev Posad. Wooden toy or "bolvashka", "tararushka", "schepnoy goods" as they called it earlier, was created for fun. Toys were made of birch, pine and linden. The basic carver's tools are an ax and a knife. Toy skill learned in childhood.

 In XVII century the village became the large center of manufacturing toys. Toys are made of soft sorts of wood, keeping natural color of wood. Bogorodky toys can move. By means of mobile rods and ropes with a cargo the bear can prick firewood, and chickens peck grains.    In XV-XVI centuries, this was a big village, stretching along both banks of the river Cunha. 

Here you can see a high level of skill Bogorodsk Sergius carvers and raspischikov. It is known that among them there was a kind of cooperation: created in Bogorodskoe figures, painted in Sergiev Posad, and then either sold here in the city many pilgrims, or enter the markets of Moscow and other cities. Among the works of that time were both male and female figures: mushroom, hunters, dancers, and musicians. 

A N Zinin - one of the first known masters Bogorodsky fishing, working in the middle of the XIX century. His best works are in Sergiev Posad State History and Art Museum. 

A large number of these works were created in the 1880-1900-s.  

        Bogorodskaya factory was organized in 1961. There is a creative group making the basic direction of artistic movements Bogorodsky art. Now there are young talented carvers S.A. Pautov, D.M. Kazimov, I.M. Polish, L.Y. Bryukhanov, and M.M. Ahmatizyaev.  

                        Богородская игрушка

                                 - Это что здесь за зверушка?

             - Богородская игрушка!

           И молотит, и куёт,

           Детям радости даёт.

           Ну-ка, детки, налетайте

           И игрушки разбирайте!

