O. Henry

William Sydney Porter (1862 - 1910), known by his penname, O. Henry, was born in North Carolina. He was the son of a doctor. After school he worked as a clerk, then went to Texas where he tried various professions. After that he became a clerk in a small provincial bank. O.Henry first story was published in 1899, when the writer was in prison on a false charge of stealing money from the bank. After he came out of prison, he became a professional writer. 
In 1902 he went to New York where he lived and wrote short stories. In his short stories О. Неnrу described amusing incidents of every​day life in large cities, on the ranches and on the highways of America. He wrote about 300 stories, such as ''The Last Leaf", "Heart of the  West", "The Voice of the City". His only novel is "Cabbages and Kings". His stories are still popular today. They are mainly humorous and amusing, with the traditional happy end. Through the gaiety and humour of his stories, however, the hard life of the poor can be seen. O.Henry died in 1910.
      
Answer the questions:

Do you know anything about this author? Is O. Henry his real name? (What is his real name?)

When was he born?

Where was he born?

When was his first story published?

When did he become a professional writer?

How many stories did he write?

What are his stories about?

What can we see through the gaiety and humour of his stories?

