Presentation
1.  “Nature and Nature's laws lay hid in night:
God said, Let Newton be! and all was light.” Alexander Pope
2.  Isaac Newton was born on December 25, 1642 (by the Julian calendar then in use; or January 4, 1643 by the current Gregorian calendar) in Woolsthorpe, near Grantham in Lincolnshire, England. (He was born the same year Galileo died)
3. Born prematurely, he was a small child; (his mother Hannah Ayscough reportedly said that he could have fit inside a quart mug (? 1.1 litre).) When Newton was three, his mother remarried and went to live with her new husband, leaving her son in the care of his grandmother, Margery Ayscough. (The young Isaac disliked his stepfather and held some enmity towards his mother for marrying him,)
4. Newton was educated at Trinity College, Cambridge where he lived from 1661 to 1696. During this period he produced the bulk of his work on mathematics.

5. Sir Isaac Newton was an English physicist, mathematician, astronomer, natural philosopher, alchemist, and theologian (who is considered by many scholars and members of the general public to be one of the most influential men in human history.)

6. Newton was also highly religious, though an unorthodox Christian, writing more on Bible and occult studies than the natural science for which he is remembered today.

7. His 1687 publication of the Philosophiæ Naturalis Principia Mathematica (usually called the Principia) laid the groundwork for most of classical mechanics. (In this work, Newton described universal gravitation and the three laws of motion which dominated the scientific view of the physical universe for the next three centuries.)

8. Newton also built the first practical reflecting telescope[7] and developed a theory of colour 

9. In mathematics, Newton shares the credit with Gottfried Leibniz for the development of the differential and integral calculus. (He also demonstrated the generalised binomial theorem, developed the so-called "Newton's method" for approximating the roots of a function, and contributed to the study of power series.)

10. Newton was also a member of the Parliament of England from 1689 to 1690 and in 1701, (but according to some accounts his only comments were to complain about a cold draught in the chamber and request that the window be closed.

11. In 1696 he was appointed Master of the Royal Mint, and moved to London, where he resided until his death.
12. In April 1705 Queen Anne knighted Newton during a royal visit to Trinity College, Cambridge. Newton was the first scientist ever to be knighted.
13. Towards the end of his life, Newton took up residence at Cranbury Park, near Winchester with his niece and her husband until his death on March 20, 1727.

14.  Newton died in his sleep in London and was buried in Westminster Abbey. He was the first scientist to be accorded this honor

15.  In 2005 Britain's Royal Society claimed that he had the greatest effect on the history of science and had the greatest contribution to humankind,[image: image1.png]



