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VLADIMIR RUSANOV
(1875-1913?)

     VLADIMIR ALEXANDROVICH RUSANOV was one of the greatest travelers and explorers in the world. He made several expeditions to the New Land, explored this region and got important data about it.
      Vlamimir Alexandrovich Rusanov was born on November 3, 1875 in Orel in the family of a merchant. His father died when Vladimir was a child. Mother wanted to give good education to her son and enrolled him at the classical gymnasia. But the boy was not an industrious student, he was thrilled by reading adventure stories and books about traveling. Rusanov’s stepfather was a seminary teacher and he helped the boy to enter the seminary. But Vladimir did not like studying.
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     At the age of 19 Rusanov joined the revolutionary movement and became the most active member of the social-democratic party. In 1897 he entered Kiev University but soon was expelled and sent back to Orel where he was arrested. In prison Rusanov continued self-education. Most of all he admired books by Nansen about his traveling.
     In 1901 the police sent Rusanov to Ust-Usolsk where he explored practically unknown Pechora region. The young man was not allowed to finish the education in Russia and Rusanov decided to leave the country for Paris where he entered Sorbonne University. Rusanov specialized in geology, studied the eruptions of volcanoes. He wanted to be useful to his Motherland and decided to investigate the New Land.
     Rusanov took part in three expeditions to the New Land in 1907, 1908 and 1909. In 1910 and 1911 he headed the scientific expeditions to the island. The expeditions were very important. They discovered different natural resources, explored the North waterway, the way from Arkhangelsk to Siberia through the Arctic Ocean.
     In 1912 the expedition to Spitsbergen began. From Spitsbergen Rusanov moved to the New Land and never returned. Nobody knows how and where the expedition perished. Only in 1934 some things which belonged to the crew were found…
     The name of Rusanov was given to a bay, a peninsula on the New Land, a mount on the continent of Antarctic. There is a museum of Rusanov in his native city Orel.
     In 1964 the name of Rusanov was given to one of the streets in the North-East of Moscow.
EXERCISES

    1.        Say true or false.

1. Rusanov’s hobby was reading.

2. He got education at seminary.

3. Rusanov was not interested in politics.

4. Rusanov never investigated the New Land.

5. There is a monument to Rusanov on his grave.

2.    Complete the sentences.
1. Mother wanted to give good education to her son and…

2. At the age of 19 Rusanov…

3. Most of all he liked…

4. Rusanov left for Paris where…

5. The expeditions were very important:…

3.   Open the brackets to make the sentences complete.
1. Rusanov (be) born in Orel in 1875.

2. The boy (thrill) by reading adventure books.

3. Rusanov (expel) from the university and (send) back to Orel.

4. Nobody (know) how and where the expedition (perish).

5. Only in 1934 some things which (belong) to the crew (find).
4.   Answer the questions.

1. What education did Rusanov get?

2. Why was he put to prison?

3. What were his favourite books?

4. Why did he decide to leave Russia?

5. Where did the expedition perish?          

