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GEORGE SEDOV
(1877-1914)

GEORGIY YAKOVLEVICH SEDOV was one of the greatest travelers and explorers in the world. He organized the expedition to the North Pole, spent winter on the New Land, tried to reach the North Pole on dogs sleigh, got important data about this region.

George Jakovlevich Sedov was born on May 3, 1877 in a family of a poor Azov fisherman. His father was an absolutely uneducated man. Once when George was quite a little boy, he heard a story told by a sailor about faraway countries and great discoveries and he decided to become a captain. He told his father about his idea but his father was totally against it as he had a commercial interest and did not wanted his son to study. Sedov learnt to read and write only when he was about fourteen. He ran away from home. The place of destination was navigation school where he got the diploma of   navigator. At the age of twenty four he became lieutenant and was directed to hydrographic expedition of the Arctic Ocean.
In 1912 he introduced the project of the first Russia expedition to the North Pole. He said: ”Amundsen wants Norway to be the first on the North Pole. He wants to start in 1913, but we shall start this year and prove the world that Russia can do it.” His idea was approved. He was given time and money. Sedov had worked much in the North, but he didn’t know winter Arctic regions, had no experience of moving on drifting ice. Besides he wanted to get to the Pole before Amundsen and hurried too much. So he made many mistakes. 
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Emperor welcomed ten thousand rubles, but the government refused to give the money for the expedition. The editors of several popular newspapers made a committee and gathered enough money to hire a vessel “St. Foka”. According to the plan “St. Foka” was to take the group to Franz Josef Land and come back to Arkhangelsk. The group planned to continue the journey in dogs’ sleigh. But because of the late departure the ship was frozen in the ice near the coast of the New Land. That winter was harsh. There were not enough warm clothes. Suppliers had deceived Sedov - corned beef was rotten as well as the crash. 

Only in September the ship could move farther. Some officers thought that it was impossible to reach Franz Josef Land. 
There was not enough food, many people were ill. But Sedov refused to sail back and the ship managed to get to Franz Josef Land.
On February 15th, 1914 Sedov started his way to the Pole. Two sailors accompanied him.

Sedov didn’t fulfill his plan. He died and was buried by the sailors on the Rudolf Island, the most northern island of our country. The cross on the grave was made from skis….
The name of Sedov was given to the archipelago, the cape, the peak, the strait, two gulfs, two bays, the biggest sailing vessel and the town where he was born. The name of Sedov was also given to the street in the North East of Moscow.

EXERCISES

1. Say true or false.

  1.  As a boy Sedov got good education.        
  2.  His father was a poor fisherman
                 3. The name of  his vessel was ”St. Foka”

                 4.  His ship was frozen in the ice near Great Britain.
                 5.  The name of Sedov was given to the street in the North-
                      East of  Moscow.
2. Complete the sentences.
            1.   Sedov learnt to read and write only…

            2.   In 1912 he introduced the project of…

            3.   Emperor welcomed ten thousand rubles but…

            4.   According to the plan “St. Foka” was…

            5.   Sedov died and was buried by…
3. Fill in the gaps with preposition                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             .           1.   Once when Sedov was quite a little boy he heard a story

                  told … a sailor…faraway countries and great discoveries.
            2.   Sedov had worked much… the North but he didn’t know
                  winter Arctic region, had no experience… moving…

                  …drifting ice.

            3.   The group planned to continue the journey… dogs sleigh.

            4.   Sedov died and was buried… the sailors… the Rudolf Island.
            5.   The name… Sedov was given…the street… the North-East

                  … Moscow.
4.  Answer the questions.

1. Why did Sedov run away from home?

2. What education did he get?
3. Why did Sedov hurry so much to organize the expedition

                          to the North Pole?

4. Why didn’t Sedov fulfill his plan?

5. Where and how was Sedov buried?

