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ROALD AMUNDSEN
(1872-1928)
ROALD AMUNDSEN was one of the greatest travelers and explorers in the world. He was the first to cover the way from Greenland to Alaska, the first to reach the South Pole, the first to reach the North Pole by air.
Amundsen was born in 1872 in southeast Norway. Abandoning a planned career in medicine, he decided to devote his life to polar research. A qualified seaman, he worked in Arctic aboard a merchant ship “Belgica”, the vessel that from 1897 to 1899 was the first to winter in the Antarctic.

In summer 1903 Amundsen purchased a 45 ton vessel, the “Gjoa”. He wanted to find the passageway linking Europe and Asia with north of the North America. The expedition was successful, and in August of 1906 the “Gjoa” broke through the final stretches of the passageway. The crew had also compiled a lot of scientific data, the most important of which concerned earth magnetism and observations of the exact location of the magnetic North Pole. 
Encouraged by this early success Amundsen turned his attention to the North Pole. But in September 1909 came the news that the American Robert Perry and Frederick Cook had reached the North Pole. Amundsen decided to reach the South Pole. He knew that Robert Falcon Scott was already on his way to Antarctic as the Head of a large expedition. But Amundsen decided to reach the South Pole ahead of Scott and to be the first on the South Pole. So the Great Race began.
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In August 1911 Amundsen sailed south on board the ship “Fram”, which Nansen had put at his disposal. They sailed as far as “Fram” could. The rest of the way was to be covered on skis and sledges.
On October 19th, 1911 Amundsen left base camp with his four companions, four sledges, and 52 dogs. Amundsen’s mission had only one goal – to reach the Pole, fast.

On December 14th, 1911 the Norwegian flag was raised at the South Pole. When Scott, tired and exhausted, reached the Pole he was shocked to learn that he was not the first…

Amundsen’s dream came true. But there was one thing he still wished to do: to explore the Arctic Ocean by air. The American Lincoln Ellsworth financed and took part in the seaplane expedition together with Amundsen and Italian Umberto Nobile. The explorers passed over hitherto unknown territory, filling in the last blank, white patch on the map of the world.
Arctic exploration was Amundsen’s whole life. It was also to be his death. When Nobile, two years later, embarked on a second arctic flight aboard the «Italia» -- sister ship to the «Norge» - the expedition disappeared. Amundsen joined a search party that set off to look for it. A second search party found the airship and Nobile, alive. But Amundsen and his companions never returned.
EXERCISES
1. Say true or false.

              1.   Amundsen wanted to find the passageway linking Europe     

                     with Africa.
              2.   Nansen was against Amundsen’s voyage.

              3.   On December 14th, 1912 the Norwegian flag was raised at  

                     the South Pole.
              4.   Amundsen wanted to explore the Arctic Ocean by air.

              5.   Amundsen had enough money to organize the seaplane.

2. Fill in the gaps with prepositions.
1. Amundsen abandoned a planned career… medicine.

2. Encouraged… his early success Amundsen turned his

attention … the North Pole.

3. Amundsen sailed… south… the “Fram”.

4. … December 14th, 1911 the Norwegian flag was raised…
the South Pole.

5. The American Lincoln Ellsworth financed and took part

… the seaplane expedition together… Amundsen and

the  Italian Umberto Nobile.

     3.         Open the brackets to make the sentence complete.
1. Amundsen (be) born in 1872.

2. In summer 1903 he (purchase) a vessel “Gjoa”.

3. The expedition (be) successful, and in August 1906 the “Gjoa” (break) through the final stretches… the passageway.

4. Amundsen’s mission (have) only one goal: (reach) the Pole.
On December 14th, 1911 the Norwegian flag (raise) at the Pole.

4.          Prove that

1. Amundsen’s wish to devote his life to the Arctic exploration

was very strong.

2. Nansen was not against his voyage.
3. Amundsen was an ambitious man.

4. Amundsen was a brave man.

5. Arctic exploration was Amundsen’ whole life. 
