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FRIDTJOF NANSEN

                   1861-1930
    FRIDTJOF NANSEN was one of the greatest travelers and explorers in the world. He was the first to cross Greenland on skis, explored the region of the North Pole. As a member of the League of Nations he organized the support to the Russian people of the Volga region and many other actions for peace. Awarded the Nobel Price for Peace.
Fridtjof Nansen, a famous Arctic explorer, athlete, author, statesman and humanist, was born in the suburbs of Christiania (now Oslo). His father was a well-to-do lawyer. Fridtjof's mother who herself was a keen skier, encouraged her children to love nature, to get involved in sports and outdoor activities .Young Nansen spent a lot of time outdoors. In winter they used to go fishing and hunting. Moreover, Nansen became the winner of the national cross-country skiing championship twelve times in a row. This experience came handy later during his Arctic expeditions.
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     In 1880 he entered the University of Oslo to study zoology, which would give him an opportunity to spend more time outdoors. Two years later he signed a contract with a trade ship “Viking” which was sailing to the Arctic Ocean. At last Nansen saw the ice-covered mountains of Greenland with his own eyes and soon he came up with the idea of an expedition - the first crossing of the Greenland inland ice.                                                                                                                                                                           In  May 1888 Nansen and five members of his crew started the expedition. They arrived at the ice fields and left the ship there but it turned out that the ice had slid south for many miles. The participants of the expedition had no choice but to walk north which took lots of time and prevented them from reaching their destination before the start of the Arctic winter. In May 1889 they returned to Norway and wrote two books about his adventures. Meanwhile he started planning another Arctic expedition hoping to be the first person to reach the North Pole. Nansen came to the conclusion that a specifically designed vessel could get to the pole drifting with polar ice. With financial support of the Norwegian government he built a round-bottomed ship called “Fram” (“Forward”) which was designed to be able to stand the ice pressure. Nansen and a crew of 12 people departed in the summer of 1893. “Fram” managed to get as close to the pole as 450 miles but then it got stuck in the ice. In March Nansen moved to the pole on dog sleds.  He was the first who got so close to the North Pole. Nansen described the history of the expedition in his work named “Farthest North” (1897).                                                                               
In 1908 thanks to the scientific observations made during the Fram expedition Nansen was appointed head of an oceanography faculty in the University of Oslo. While in this position he helped to establish International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES). He also took part in several Arctic expeditions. 

In 1905 Nansen participated in negotiations concerning the independence of Norway from Sweden. After the peaceful separation he became Norway’s first ambassador in Great Britain (1906 to 1908).      
In 1918 Norway joined the League of Nation, and Nansen became the first official representative of Norway in it (1918).

[image: image3.jpg]


That very year Nansen organized the repatriating of German and Austrian prisoners of war from Russia. Thanks to Nansen nearly 437 thousand prisoners returned home by September 1921.

At the same time he was working on accommodating 1.5 million Russian emigrants, who fled from the Bolsheviks. The majority of those people did not have any identification documents. Thanks to his efforts most of the emigrants got so-called “Nansen’s Passports” and were able to get some kind of shelter.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

In recognition of his humanitarian work in 1922 he was honored with the annual Nobel Prize for Peace. 
  Nansen Peak                  Fridtjof Nansen died in Oslo on May 13th, 1930 and was buried on May 17, 1930 — Norway’s Independence Day.
The name of Nansen was given to the peak, mountain chain in Antarctic, island, strait and basin.

In 1964 the name of Nansen was given to the street in the North-East of Moscow.
EXERCISES

1.  Say true, false or don’t know.
1.  Nansen was born in the family of a doctor.

2.  His mother was a professor in Teachers’ Training Collage.

3.  Nansen never wrote books about his traveling.

4.  Before 1905 Norway and Sweden were one country.
5.  Nansen’s ship “Fram” was his own envention.

2.   Complete the sentences.
              1.    Fridtjof’s mother who herself was a keen skier,…

              2.    In winter they used to…

              3.    In May 1888 Nansen and…

              4.    Nansen came to the conclusion that…

              5.    Thanks to Nansen…

3.  Open the brackets to make the sentences complete.
1.  Nansen’s skiing skills (help) him in his Arctic expeditions.
2.  Nansen (hope) (be) the first man (reach) the North Pole.

3.  Nansen (build) a round-bottomed ship (call) “Fram”.

4.  Nansen (appoint) the first official representative of Norway

    in the League of Nations.

        5.   The name of Nansen (give) to the street in the North-East of           
               Moscow.

4.  Answer the questions.

1. What activities helped Nansen in his future expeditions?
2. Why was the voyage on board the ship “Viking” important

                            for Nansen?

3. Why did Nansen have to design a special ship to go to the Pole?

4. What was called “Nansen’s Passport”?

5. Why was Nansen awarded Nobel Prize for Peace?

