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VITUS JONASSEN BERING

(1681-1741)

VITUS JONASSEN BERING was one of the greatest travelers and explorers, captain commander of the Russian navy. He was the first to prove the existence of the passageway between Asia and America, reached America and discovered several islands in the  North - East of Russia.

   Vitus Jonnasen Bering was born in Horsens, Denmark in 1681. His father was a customs officer. Bering went to sea as a young man and began a long career as a seaman. In 1703 Bering enlisted in the Russian navy. He moved to Russia, where he got married and had children. In 1706 Bering was appointed lieutenant of the Russian Navy. Russia became his second Motherland.

  THE FIRST KAMCHATKA EXPEDITION (1725-1730)

In 1725 Bering was selected by Peter I to explore far North-Eastern Siberia. Having finally moved men and supplies across Siberia, Bering in 1728 sailed North through a strait but saw no land and did not understand the importance of the strait. 
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   Later in 1728, setting out from Kamchatka, he was driven from his course and came around the southern route near Kamchatka. On August 13th, 1728 Bering discovered that Asia and America were two separate continents. He returned to St. Petersburg and started to prepare for the second expedition.

   THE SECOND KAMCHATKA EXPEDITION (1733-1741)

The second Kamchatka Expedition, also called Great Nordic Expedition, was the largest expedition the world ever saw, it included 10000 men. Bering’s task was to find and then map the west coast of Siberia and America. He also headed an expedition across the sea to Alaska.

    In 1741 Bering commanded the vessel “St. Peter” while Aleksey Chirikov commanded the vessel “St. Paul”. They set out, rounded Kamchatka, founded the town of Petropavlovsk, and then sailed west. But the sea was rough and the vessels were separated. On July 16 Bering sighted Alaska.

    Sailing West past the Aleutian Islands, the ship nearly sank. “St. Peter” was wrecked on the shore of the island, which was later called Bering Island. On December 8th, 1741 Bering died of scurvy.

    In August 1991 Bering’s grave was discovered. The remains were transported to Moscow  where they were investigated by the forensic physicians and identified .In 1992, Vitus Bering and his seamen were berried again on the Bering Island.

     Bering’s expeditions proved the existence of the strait between America and Asia, discovered the waterway from Kamchatka to Japan, accomplished  the discovery of the Kuril Islands, discovered Commandors Islands and Aleutian Islands. For the first time the North-East coast of Asia was mapped.

   The name of Bering was given to the sea, the strait, the island and also to the street in the North-East of Moscow.
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EXERCISES

 1.     Say true, false or don’t know.

       1.  Bering was born in Russia.

             2.  His wife was a housewife.     

             3.  Bering discovered America.

             4.  Bering died of pneumonia.

             5.  When the grave was discovered it was clear that the           

                   remains belonged  to Bering.

     2.     Complete the sentences.

             1.  In 1703 Bering enlisted in…

             2.  In 1706 Bering was appointed…

             3.  In 1741 Bering commanded…

             4.  In August 1991...

             5.  In 1992…

     3.     Open the brackets to make the sentence complete.

             1.  Bering (be) one of the world’s most famous explorers.

             2.  He (drive) from his course and (come) around the          

                   Southern  route near  Kamchatka.

             3.  The sea (be) rough and the vessels (separate).

             4.  (Sail) west past the Aleutian Islands, the ship nearly (sink).

             5.  The remains of Bering (transport) to Moscow where they (investigate) by    

                   the forensic physicians.

4. Answer the questions.

        1.  Why couldn’t Bering start the expedition in 1725?

        2.  What was the main task of the expedition?

        3.  Why did Bering die?

        4.  What was the result of his expeditions?

        5.  What proves that Bering devoted all his life to Russia?
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