Language
       Some words of the Celtic origin can still be found in Modern English and most of them are geographical names. Many rivers, hills and towns are still called by their old Celtic names. Thus, in England there are several rivers called Avon which in Celtic means “a river”. Some rivers have the name of “Derwent”, which in Celtic means “clear water”. The chalk highlands in the southern and south-eastern parts of England are called “the Downs”. This name comes from the Celtic word “down” which means “bare, open highland”.

       There are also many names of Celtic origin in modern Europe. Here are some examples:

“Belgium” is named after the Celtic tribe of the Belgs.
“Belfast” means in Celtic “a ford” – “брод”.
“Britain” comes from the name “the Brittons”.

“Dublin” denotes “a black lake”.

Here are some more examples of such Celtic names:

The Cambrian Mountains, Cardiff, Nantes, Paris, Poitiers, the Seine, Tours, Troyes.
Mythology

       Like all the ancient peoples the Celts made up many legends about their gods and heroes. The legends were passed down from generation to generation. They were written down in the Middle Ages but the chroniclers translated them into Modern English and called them “Celtic Sagas”.
       The heroes of the Sagas and their adventures were imaginary. However, they give an idea of the Celts’ way of life, their occupations, tools, weapons, customs and religion.

       The greatest hero of the Celtic Sagas was Cuchulainn - a demigod. When he was at the zenith of his strength, no one could look him in the face without blinking, while the heat of his body melted the snow round him even thirty feet away. His life and deeds were a series of wonderful exploits, like the life of Heracles. So, judging by the Sagas, the Celts worshipped physical strength, courage and fighting skills.
       We can trace these motifs in later legends of King Arthur and his knights, about their  heroic deeds, and Merlin who is considered to be a wizard similar to Druids.

Poetry

       Having studied some poetic lines belonging to the Celts we can make a conclusion that the Celts were romantic and lyric, close to nature, having a good understanding of nature and being its part.

       Here is one of the hundreds of Irish Triads that impart wisdom for many aspects of life:

“Three candles that illuminate every darkness are: Knowledge, Nature and Truth”.

       Scan the example of Druids’ poetry:

I have been in many shapes:

I have been a narrow blade of a sword;

I have been a drop in the air;

I have been a shining star;

I have been an eagle;

I have been a boat on the sea;

I have been a string on a harp;

I have been enchanter for a year in the foam of water.

There is nothing in which I have not been.
