Listening Comprehension

Way of Life

      The Celts lived in tribes and were ruled by chiefs, whom all the tribesmen obeyed. The chiefs were military leaders and some of them were very powerful, sometimes they were called kings.

       The Celts had no towns, they lived in villages. They were nomads, they traveled from place to place making their settlements here or there.

       They were acquainted with the use of copper, tin and iron, and kept large herds of cattle and sheep which formed their wealth. They also cultivated crops, especially corn. All the tribesmen became warriors in wartime, but in time of peace they hunted, tamed and bred animals and tilled the soil. 

       So, the Celts were farmers when they weren't fighting. One of the interesting innovations that they brought to Britain was the iron plough. Earlier ploughs had been awkward affairs, basically a stick with a pointed end harnessed behind two oxen. They were suitable only for ploughing the light upland soils. The heavier iron ploughs constituted an agricultural revolution all by themselves, for they made it possible for the first time to cultivate the rich valley and lowland soils. They came with a price, though. It generally required a team of eight oxen to pull the plough, so to avoid the difficulty of turning that large a team, Celtic fields tended to be long and narrow, a pattern that can still be seen in some parts of the country today.
       The Celts had no state system, no armed forced, no prisons, no courts, no government bodies, though they had several classes in their society.

       The Celtic society was divided into several classes:

· the kings were at the top, but mysterious priests called druids from sacred oak-groaves were more powerful and even the king couldn’t speak until the druid had his say;

· the nobility consisted of the chieftains, military leaders and their warriors;

· the rest of the society was the free land cultivators and the handicraftsmen.

The Celts also had some slaves. But even when they practiced sacrifice they didn’t make the

slaves the victims, they sacrificed the criminals.

The progressiveness is in the fact that everyone could become the chief due to his merits, skill, courage or better work. 
Little is known of family structure among the Celts. But women had the same rights as men. There is a greater amount of historic documentation to suggest warrior roles for women. The basic unit of Celtic life was the clan, a sort of extended family. The term "family" is a bit misleading, for by all accounts the Celts practiced a peculiar form of child rearing; they didn't rear them, they farmed them out. Children were actually raised by foster parents. The foster father was often the brother of the birth-mother. Clans were bound together very loosely with other clans into tribes, each of which had its own social structure and customs, and possibly its own local gods.
Choose the right variant:

 1)  Powerful military leaders of the Celts were known as … .

       a)  warriors       b)  druids       с) kings.
  2)  The Celts had no … .

       a)  cattle           b)  towns       с)  nobility.

  3)  The nobility consisted of chieftains, military leaders and their … .

       a)  warriors       b)  slaves       c)  handicraftsmen

  4)  The sacred places of the Celts used by the druids 

       were known as the … .

       a) Stonehenge  b)  barrows   c)  oak-groves
 5)  Children were brought up by … .

       a)  the father     b)  the birth-mother  

                                                         с)  foster parents
