                                                      Prep School

              We follow the National Curriculum guidelines starting with the Foundation Stage in Pre-Reception and Reception, taking the children through to Year 3. All core curriculum subjects are taught by class teachers with Music, Art, French and PE taught by specialist staff. Children may be brought to school at any time between 8.15 and 8.45 a.m. to enable parents to arrive at work on time. Every afternoon during term time we run a very popular After-School Care Group.  This runs as two book able sessions from 3.45-4.45 p.m and 4.45-5.45 p.m. There is a charge for this facility. Please contact the school office for current fees.  A variety of activities, plus a light tea, is supervised by qualified staff. If demand is sufficient we run a Holiday Club during the Christmas, Easter and Summer holidays.Pre-Prep Sport is about developing a child’s whole body management and enabling the child to feel happy, secure and confident in their own space and the environment around them.  We aim to explore, encourage and extend each child’s natural physical abilities and health related knowledge, in order to meet the challenges, which lie ahead in both the Prep and Senior schools and life in general. It is hoped to achieve a balance between aesthetic and practical, individual, partner and teamwork, to give each child a sound and broad base from which to achieve success and fulfillment in sports and leisure activities throughout life.  

Features of the school include: 

· 'The quality of pupils' learning, attitudes and behavior is very good and is a strength of the school... The teaching is characterized by high expectations, which often lead to very good levels of achievement and to local or national honors'. (Independent Schools Inspectorate 2005) 

· One of the strongest sports departments in the region - BCPS has recently held the county titles in rugby and cricket. Currently we are the netball and tennis county champions. We also excel in swimming and football 

· Exceptional music with two choirs, two selective vocal ensembles, two orchestras, a concert band and various groups for guitars, strings, wind and percussion. This year, there are five concerts and three shows. The department is supported by 31 visiting music teachers 

· Many opportunities for dance and drama, including a thriving programme for LAMDA coaching (speech and drama awards) 

· Renowned art and DT departments with an impressive track record of success in national competitions 

· Around 80 extracurricular clubs/activities at lunchtime and after school with a huge range of trips and house competitions. 'Achievement and quality in the activities are outstanding in relation to the ages and aptitudes of the pupils'. (ISI 2005) 

BCPS has a long-established reputation as a very friendly school and it prioritizes the importance of pastoral care.  All the teachers take their responsibilities for pastoral care very seriously and this is particularly true of the form tutor, who has the prime responsibility for the care of the pupils in his or her form.  The form tutors are supported by the three pastoral care leaders and the two college nurses. The form teacher is the first line of contact for parents as they know the pupils well and can often correct any misunderstandings in a tactful way. The bond between pupil and tutor enables sound pastoral care and gives rise to excellent results. 

We are very fortunate in having the dedicated services of two highly professional nurses, who have specialist skills in working with children and young people. They are on duty in the prep school surgery during break times. In addition to caring for pupils who are not feeling very well, they also offer a sympathetic ear and lots of reassurance. The school works principally on encouragement of pupils. Children and staff in the prep school have worked together to produce a Code of Conduct, which guides the behavior of everyone in the school community. 

                                                          The House System

          The house system at the Prep School is a core part of the daily lives of our pupils. There are four houses; St Andrew’s, St David’s, St George’s and St Patrick’s. Each child is placed in a house when they arrive at the school. There is a thriving interhouse competition, which encompasses all areas of school life, from the academic to the artistic to the sporting. Every child is given the chance to represent their house and win points that go towards either the work cup or the activities cup, awarded at the end of the year.The competition between the houses is a healthy one with the children taking great pride in their own house, whilst being taught to respect the other houses’ achievements and successes. We believe that the house system is a great strength of the pastoral care system here at the Prep School.Music, Drama and Dance form a vibrant and stimulating element of life at the Prep School. Our children can take part in a staggering array of activities from individual music lessons through to the school productions, all of which are immensely popular. Included in this list are teatime recitals, music concerts, LAMDA preparation, Christmas production, nativity and music assemblies. One of the high points of the calendar is the senior production, which has included Grease, Bugsy and Drake.Each Department is also committed to working with professionals, to enrich the pupils’ artistic vision and enable them to aspire to greater things.  Pupils of the Arts at Brighton College will be able to work with professional artists, composers, musicians, actors, directors, choreographers and dancers and through this they will have their horizons broadened, gaining a view of artistic development in the wider world and the heights to be attained.All pupils register in houses at the start of the day, and return at break and lunchtime. The tutor, who has charge of a particular year group, normally conducts registration. He or she will also go through interim grades with tutees every 3 - 4 weeks in order to help them fulfill their potential in their academic work. Tutors are also there for support and advice on a whole range of issues, from subject choices to more personal matters. Sixth Form tutors also fulfill an important role in helping tutees with their all-important university applications. The house system also allows the house competitions to thrive. Houses compete in a variety of activities, from public speaking to music, drama, and a wide variety of sports. This means that all pupils get the opportunity to use their talents to represent their house through the year.  Each house also organizes a variety of social events, including house suppers, entertainments and trips out, to engender a sense of belonging.

