TEXT.
New York is one the largest city in the USA. It is situated in the north-east of the USA in the state of New York. The city is rather young; it was founded in 1626 by Dutch settlers, who bought Manhattan Island from the Indians for 24 dollars and a barrel of rum. New Amsterdam was the first name of the city. After the English had taken over the city in 1664 it was renamed New York after the Duke of York, who was the commander of the English Army. 

New York is the city of islands, it consists of 3 islands: Manhattan, Staten and Long Island. The total area is nearly 900 square kilometres. The city is washed by the Hudson, the Harlem and the East rivers, New York Bay. So you can get to New York by air or by sea. New York is the chief port of the USA; it is the major transportation centre. 

New York is the most populous city in the United States. Its population is 16 million people. It is a multinational city and the inhabitants of the city speak 75 different languages, among the inhabitants of New York one can see people of almost all nationalities. It is called «modern Babylon».

New York consists of 5 boroughs: the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island (formerly Richmond) and Manhattan. Manhattan is in the heart of the city, on its territory there is Harlem with its Negro population, Spanish Harlem with Puerto-Ricans, Chinatown with nearly 8000 Chinese, the Jewish quarter. 

New York is a city of banks. Wall Street in Manhattan is the financial heart of the country. Many banks, business offices and the world famous New York Stock Exchange which symbolizes the money market of the USA are situated there. Manhattan is crossed from north to south by avenues and from east to west by streets. The avenues and streets are numbered.

New York is one of the leading manufacturing cities in the world. The most important industries are those producing paper products, vehicles, glass, chemicals, machinery.
Speaking about New York one can’t but mention the outstanding role the city plays in the cultural life of the country. New York has many museums and art galleries. The best known is the Metropolitan Museum of Arts. Its magnificent collection of European and American painting contains the works of many great masters. It also includes musical instruments, costumes, and decorative arts. The Solomon Guggenheim Museum is in fact better known for its amazing building, which was opened in 1959 and immediately became the focus of critics. It was designed by a famous architect, Frank Lloyd Wright. The Whitney Museum of Arts attracts many visitors. These museums specialize in modern painting, sculpture and graphic arts.

There are 60 bridges and 4 tunnels in the city, which connect the boroughs to each other. The most beautiful bridges are: the Brooklyn bridge, the Manhattan bridge, the Robert А Kennedy bridge, the George Washington Bridge.  The city has very busy traffic. New York underground is called “subway.
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