Ефременкова Г. И., учитель высшей категории английского языка МБОУ СОШ №2 Сухиничи Калужской области


Материал для дополнительного чтения в 8ом классе по УМК Кауфман К. И., Кауфман М. Ю. 

                                                                                                                         September, 3rd.  

             Hi, Masha!

    How are you getting on? I hope all is well with you. How’s the weather in Russia? Here in England September has come but it’s still very warm in York where our St. David’s school is situated.  Actually though I can understand that autumn is near: the leaves on the tress have turned yellow and red, and a cold wind sometimes blows. 

    You may remember that English weather was a shock for me when I first came to England. The English don’t feel cold. Some people wear sandals and T– shirts even in November. They don’t wear any warm clothes.

     But now I am pressed for time, so I sign off. I miss you.
                                                                                                                        September, 7th.

      Yesterday we didn’t sleep for a long time and my roommates told us about their summer holidays. Fortunately, Rob and I are getting really popular.
      One boy called Jack spent his summer holidays in Greece. People there speak Greek but many of them understand English very well. His trip was very interesting. They did some sightseeing and made a lot of friends. They had a nice time in Greece.

       Paul went to the seaside and spent his summer holidays in Brighton.  He says Brighton is a very good place for rest. Paul and his parents swam in the sea, made short trips by boats and went fishing together. It was great!

       Say hello to Mum and Dad, please. I hope they are fine. I look forward to hearing from you!
                                                                                                                        September, 8th.

       It was my and Rob’s turn to tell about our summer holidays. I often think about them. It was a good chance for me and Rob to make friends. We went camping in July with my classmates. Fortunately, the weather was fine. We played football and volleyball, made a campfire, pick berries and mushrooms, went fishing, lay in the sun and got brown, cooked tasty fish soup, swam and dived. I must confess that at first that the place where we had our camping wasn’t nice at first. The river was polluted. The fish in the river was polluted. There were plastic bottles under the trees. There were a lot of tins and paper plates all over the place, and there was glass on the ground. It took us about 2 hours to clean our place for camping.  Rob was as good as gold. 
      Let’s keep in touch. I miss you.
                                                                                                                        September, 10.

      How’s your school life?  I like my school, and this is the most important thing for me. I am glad to tell you that both Rob and I have joined most of school clubs. We have made friends with Andrew Clayton.  He is our computer genius! All the teachers and the pupils always go to him with their problems. We also have met a nice girl, her name is Emily Wilson, and she is from America.

      Best wishes,

      Misha

                                                                                                                        September, 15th.

     It was great to hear from you! I have some good news: we go on a coach excursion to Cambridge soon. That’s great! Have fun with your friends! I miss you a lot! How are you?
                                                                                                                        September, 22nd.

     We went on a coach excursion yesterday and though the trip was very exciting, I feel I need some rest after it. Our excursion started at 6 a. m. and we came back to school at 9 p. m.   No doubt, Cambridge is great, and I had a lot of fun with my friends there. It took us about an hour and a half to get to Cambridge.
     Cambridge is the second oldest University in Greta Britain. Oxford is the first one. Cambridge lies on the river Cam which is not long but nice, and the town takes its name from this river. Cambridge was founded in 1284 when the first college, Peterhouse, was built. The ancient buildings, chapels, libraries and colleges are in the centre of the town. There are many museums in the old university town. Its population consists most of professors and students. In the streets of Cambridge you can see young men who are wearing dark blue or black clothes and “squares” – the academic caps.
      Many great men have studied in Cambridge, among them Newton, Cromwell, Byron, Tennyson, Darwin. I’ll never forget how beautiful this English town is!

     I look forward to hearing from you!

                                                                                                                          October, 1st.

    The more I live in this country, the more I like England. Have you ever heard about ‘elevenses’ in England? At eleven o’clock a lot of people stop to work and have a cup of tea or coffee or if they are at school a glass of milk. This morning break is called “elevenses’. “Elevenses” is also time for a talk, and when you are at school there is always a lot of to talk about. To cut a long story short, I like this tradition.

    I am sorry but I have to go. The weather is going to be bad this weekend.

    I look forward to hearing from you soon!

                                                                                                                           October, 8th.

     How are you getting on?  I have just got a letter from  Sveta, my classmate in Obninsk. We were lucky to watch ‘Old Crocks” in Britain. Every year a lot of ancient cars - sometimes described as Old Crocks – drive from London to Brighton. ‘Crocks” means something or someone who is “crocked up’ – broken down and in bad condition.  They are also called “veteran cars”. Veteran cars are those which were made before the year 1904 and some cars look very funny. This run from London to Brighton is a colourful demonstration. People are dressed in the clothes of those times. The cars start from Hyde Park early in the morning, the oldest cars are leading. It is not a race, and most of the cars come to Brighton, which is sixty miles from London, only in the evening. 
    I miss you and kiss you. Say hello to Mum and Dad. Mum will be happy. I got a lovely  present for her.
                                                                                                                      October, 9th.

       It was great to hear from you again! Many warm thanks for your lovely, friendly letter. Unfortunately, there is no news about the MacWizards’ family history book. Rob and I have given up hope and started to forget about this story. Sometimes I think there has never been any family treasure at all. But Mark hasn’t given up yet. He still believes the story about the treasure and with my help hopes to find it. I am going to find out more about the Stone of Destiny. 

      I am sorry but I have to stop now. Rob has just come and called me for dinner.  

                                                                                                                      October, 11th.

       I was lucky to find out some more information about the Stone of Destiny on the Senate House Library Website. For a long time the Stone of Destiny was a seat on which the kings of Scotland sat when they were crowned. Duncan, Macbeth and Malcomb sat on this stone at their coronations. Edward I of England invaded Scotland many times and once he brought the Stone of Destiny to England. The legend says wherever this stone goes, a Scottish king rules. It proved to be true after the death of Queen Elizabeth in 1603 when King James of Scotland became king of England and Wales. 

      Write soon! 

                                                                                                                       October, 20th.

       What is the Senate House Library? It is one of the most important academic libraries of the United Kingdom. It dates back to 1838 and has about two million titles, most of them in Humanities and Social Sciences. It also has a good collection for History, Philosophy of Science, Technology and Medicine.  

       Have you ever heard about the National Portrait Gallery in London? Not long ago we went on an excursion to London where we visited it.  It was opened in 1856. It contains over 8, 000 original portraits and photographs. The gallery is “about history, not about art”, which means that a picture gets into the gallery if it’s a portrait of a famous British person. The artist’s name and the quality of the picture aren’t very important. In the gallery we saw the portrait of the princess, who did her best to help the poor and the sick, and the portrait of the politician with his famous pipe, which he smoked all the time, the portrait.
     I hope to hear from you soon! Write soon!
                                                                                                                         October, 31st.

     Today is Halloween! It is both British and American holiday and it is celebrated in many towns and villages. It is a holiday for children and young people. 

     In the evening of October 31 boys and girls “dress up” in different old clothes and wear masks. As the night is usually quite dark they take with them a lantern made from a pumpkin. On an empty pumpkin they cut out holes for two eyes, a nose and a mouth and put a lighted candle inside. The pumpkin then looks like a jeering face with burning eyes. The children go from house to house and knock on the doors, calling “trick or treat”. This means that if you “treat” them – ask them in and give them sweets and fill their bags with fruit and cakes or anything else they like.

                                                                                                                         November, 1st.

       Thanks for your letter! It was great to hear from you! In my last letter I forgot to tell you about our visit to the Theatre Royal. The Theatre Royal in Drury Lane is one of the oldest London theatres. It was opened on May, 7th, 1663. King Charles II was present at the performance and he was the firs British king who attended a public theatre. Since that time the theatre is called Royal and the actors – the King’s Company. Drury Lane, as it is called sometimes, is a theatre of traditions. One of them – dating back to 1795 – is kept each Twelfth Night (January, 6th), when the Baddeley cake is offered to every member of the Company with a glass of wine. 
      Robert Baddeley was a pastry cook who became an actor and joined the King’s Company  at the Theatre Royal. After a successful stage career he left money in his will to give cake and wine for the Company every Twelfth Night. After the evening performance, the actors and actresses come off the stage in their costumes and make – up and go to the hall to eat the Baddeley cake.

     I am sorry I have to stop now. Write soon!

                                                                                                                        November, 6th.

        Yesterday all England celebrated Bonfire Night or Guy Fawkes Day.
        On the 5th of November in almost every town and village in England you can see bonfires burning, fireworks and rockets shooting across the sky. Boys and girls make a guy, a figure of a man, and put it on top of a bonfire. They sing:
                  Remember, remember

                  The fifth of November,

                  Gunpowder, treason and plot,

                  For I see no reason

                  Why gunpowder and treason

                  Should ever be forgot.

       Children ask people for a “penny for the Guy”. With the money they buy fireworks. This has been the custom every 5th of November since 1605.

      In 1605 James I was the king of England. He was a very unpopular man and was disliked by many people. Some of them decided to kill the king and his ministers by blowing up the Houses of Parliament with gunpowder. Guy Fawkes promised to do it. 
      The conspirators first took a house and began to dig a tunnel under the Houses of parliament. They couldn’t do it because the walls were very thick. Then they took a cellar under the Houses of Parliament and Guy Fawkes together with some other men began to put firewood and gunpowder there.

      On the 5th of November before the Parliament was opened, one of the conspirators who was frightened wrote a letter to his friend, who was a Member of Parliament. This man showed the letter to the king. He cellars were opened and gunpowder was found in them. The names of all the conspirators were found out and they all and Guy Fawkes were put to death.

     This country is so nice with all its traditions. It’s very interesting to learn about different culture.

                                                                                                                          November, 16th.
      Yesterday at History lesson our History teacher Mr. Jenkins, who is Rob’s favourite teacher told us about some people, who made England famous all over the world. Here is his story about Isaac Newton.

     Isaac Newton was born on December, 25th in 1642 in Woolsthorpe, which is in Lincolnshire. Is father died before Newton was born and his mother remarried. Newton went to live his grandmother. He went to a grammar school, where he wasn’t a very good pupil. Luckily one of the teachers spotted that he had a bright mind and recommended that he go to university. So Newton went to Trinity College, Cambridge, where he was going to study law. One day he went to a fair and bought a book on Mathematics. Newton hadn’t read any books on Mathematics and Physics before and got very interested in these subjects. Soon he became one of the best students in the university. He spent most of his time in Cambridge.

   Newton became a world – famous physicist, mathematician and natural philosopher. He took facts and mathematical theories and explained them. He formulated laws of universal gravitation and motion that explain how objects move on the Earth and in the sky. He made discoveries on optics and built the first reflecting telescope. He invented an area of Mathematics called calculus and wrote a lot of books.
     Rob was ill yesterday, he had a cold, but he’s getting better today. 

                                                                                                                       November, 19th.

    My friend Emily Wilson, who is actually from the USA, told me an interesting woman with one interesting destiny. She is Florence Nightingale.

    Florence Nightingale who was clever and ambitious got her name from the city of Florence where she was born in 1820. At that time women didn’t work. They served tea and gave parties. Florence didn’t like this lifestyle. She was interested in books and medicine and waned to go to university. At first her family was against it, but after some emotional battles her father who really loved his daughter agreed. She got a good education in Germany where she was a brilliant student and started to work in a hospital when she came back home to England. 
    March 1854 brought the start of the Crimean War when Britain, France and Turkey declared war on Russia. Florence Nightingale left England and became a nursing administrator of the English General Hospitals in Turkey. She took 38 other nurses with her. Together they went to battlefields and organized hospitals. The wounded soldiers called her an angel because at night she went from one bed to another with a lamp which she held in her hand. 
    Florence Nightingale has stayed in history as “the Lady with the Lamp’, the first professional nurse who saved thousands of lives.

                                                                                                                       November, 21st.

    History is becoming my favourite subject at school!  What is your favourite subject at school now, I wonder? Mr. Jenkins who is our History teacher told us about Magna Carta. Do you know what it is? Do you want to learn about it? I’ll try to stick to the point.
    The Magna Carta was an agreement between the King and his barons. It limited the King’s power. Since then all the English kings have had to ask the barons before they made any important decisions. Actually the barons made the King sign Magna Carta in 1215. The King was greedy and not a competent ruler. 

     Write soon! I look forward to hearing from you!

                                                                                                                         November, 25th.
     Believe me or not, but Christmastime has begun in England! The people here are getting ready for Christmas. They decorate all the widows in their houses with angels, Christmas trees and lamps and when it gets dark it looks like a fairy tale. Some people like to get away for Christmas, they go to the mountains or visit their relatives. November is the beginning of Christmastime in England. The shops are open every day, people go and buy presents. There are a lot of nice things in the shops, so you can find very good presents. 
                                                                                                                      November, 29th.

    Hi, Masha! I feel I must ell you about the British Houses of Parliament. It’s my favourite topic nowadays! 

    The British Parliament sits in one building which is called the Palace of Westminster. It’s also called the Houses of Parliament because there are two Houses: the House of Lords and the House of Commons. 
    In the House of Commons MPs, or Members of Parliament, make all the important decisions and work on bills, which later become new laws. The Prime Minister is in the House of Commons. MPs represent all the people of the country. The English have to have a general election every five years. People vote for an MP, and the party which has the most MPs wins the election and forms the government. Their leader becomes the Prime Minister.

   In the House of Lords members are not elected. Some of them are hereditary peers, they just inherit their places from their fathers and grandfathers. In the past there used to be a lot of hereditary peers but it has changed now and now most people in the House of Lords are life peers. They get the title “Lord” or “Lady” for their personal achievements, and their children can’t inherit it. Some of them are very competent. For example, their former ex - Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher took her place as Lady Thatcher in the House of Lords in 1992.
     I look forward to hearing from you. Write soon!

                                                                                                                            December, 7th.

     Thank you for your ever welcome letter, I got it yesterday. How are you? I am sorry I haven’t written for some time. I have been very busy.

     I began liking my IT lessons, too! Life is never boring if you have a computer. I’ll tell you why. I can meet a lot of people. When I want to chat with somebody, I go to a chat website. When I want to talk to my friends from a different town, I don’t use a phone. I phone them through my computer. It doesn’t cost much. When I need some information I can always look on the Internet. When I write an e – mail to my pen friend from Spain, she always replies quickly. Yesterday I e – mailed my homework to her. She promised to help me with it, but I haven’t had an answer yet.

                                                                                                                           December, 9th.

        What’s the news, Masha? The other day I got the result for my report on David Beckham and it was an F, can you believe that? Mark explained me everything and now I know that I have made a mistake. I copied the report about David Beckham that somebody else had put on the Internet. Actually it was plagiarism. Now I know that the Internet is usually a good source of information, but the information there isn’t always reliable. We must be careful and check the information with other sources. One more important thing: if you want to use somebody’s ideas and thoughts in your report, you should always use quotation marks and make a reference to the author. It is never too late to learn!
                                                                                                                       December, 19th.

     My two classmates called Pam and Sam had a walk,
     Had a look at the shops,

     Found a very nice dress,
     Then they needed a rest.

     Pam and Sam had a rest,

     Had a chat about the dress,

     Had a drink, had some lunch. 

     But the dress cost so much.

     Pam and Sam couldn’t sleep, 

     Counted black and white sheep,

     Had a very bad dream

     And woke up with a scream.

Hurrah! I am a poet!

                                                                                                                             December, 25th.

      Happy Christmas, my dear sis! Say hello to Mum, Dad and granny. I love all of you dearly!

                                                                                                                            January, 8th.

     How is your English, Masha? I am sure you should spend more time on it. I believe English is as popular nowadays as Latin was hundreds of years ago.
     It’s raining again. That’s the English winter for you!

                                                                                                                            January, 11th.

     Yesterday at our English lesson Mr. Grams and we discussed why English is so popular nowadays. Rob never thought about it. He always takes it for granted that people from different countries understand him. Jim thinks that people learn English because the Americans speak it, and America is the biggest country in the world. The world has to understand America because it is everybody wants to do business with America.  But I suppose that people learn it because it is easy. English isn’t a difficult language.

                                                                                                                            January, 15th.

       Are you really planning to go to study in the USA? Maybe English is so popular because it is the language of America. I can prove it. 
· Six out of ten richest people in the world are Americans.

· The whole world eats in American restaurants: McDonalds, Burger King and Pizza Hut.

· The whole world wears American jeans such as Levis.

· Hollywood is the biggest film producer in the world. The most popular films in the world are American.

· The dollar is the most popular currency in the world.

· The USA is the world leader in science and technology.

                                                                                                                          January, 25th. 

     Mr. Grams told us that several languages had contributed to the formation of English. English is like many European languages.
     In fact, English is a Germanic language. The Anglo – Saxons contributed to the formation of English most of all. English grammar is still very similar to German. There are also a lot of French words in English from when William Duke of Normandy became the King of England in 11066. You can find a lot of Scandinavian words in English, too. They came from the times when the Vikings raided Britain. The English alphabet came from Latin. Christian monks, who spoke Latin, brought it to England from Ireland.
    It is very strange but the Celtic language didn’t contribute many words to modern English. We can only find Celtic words in the names of places and rivers such as Dover, Kent, Avon and the Thames, for example.

    I am glad to hear you and Nikita had a nice time in Suzdal. It is one of the most wonderful Russian towns. Tell me more about your trip there, please. 

                                                                                                                              January, 29th.

     I am glad to hear all your news. How is your school? Why do you study English?  Do you have any problems with it? We had such a discussion in the library during the break last week.

     Nikolas from Poland says that he studies English to be able to travel all over the world. Sven from Sweden says that he studies English to be able to make a lot of friends in different countries. The knowledge of English helps him to communicate with people. Klaus from Germany says that he studies English to be able to study English and university because he is interested in languages. Paola from Spain says that she studies English to be able to watch films in the original and read books in the original.
                                                                                                                               February, 7th. 

    How are you? I am sorry I haven’t written for some time. Last week I got a cold and felt very bad. I am just getting over it and I am feeling much better now.

    I am so sorry you have bad news about our granny. How is she now? Luckily, she wasn’t alone at home when she fell off her chair and broke her arm. I often think about her. She taught me English and that’s the best present anybody has ever given me. Please, say hello to her for me. I will phone her soon.

                                                                                                                            February, 13th.

    Tomorrow is Valentine’s Day. I wonder if you also celebrate it in Russia now. It is romantic and it is a nice tradition. It helps people to show their love.

                                                                                                                            February, 14th.

    I’d like to tell you a very beautiful legend about Valentines’ Day.

    Saint Valentine lived in Rome in the third century AD. At that time the Emperor of Rome was Claudius. He wasn’t very popular because he was trying to get more and more people for his army. The men didn’t want to go to the army and Claudius thought it was because they didn’t want to leave their wives and children. “If they don’t get married they will join the army”, he thought and passed a law which banned marriage.
   Valentine was a Christian priest who didn’t like the new law. He secretly married people who were in love. One night the Emperor’s soldiers caught him and put him in prison. Valentine was going to die.

   Many young people felt sorry for Valentine and visited him in prison. One of them was the daughter of a prison guard. On the day of his execution Valentine wrote a note to her and signed it “Love from your Valentine”. This was on February, 14th 269 AD.
   Since then February, 14th has been the Day of Love, when people send love letters and presents to each other. They don’t sign the cards with their names but write “Guess Who” or “Your Valentine”.
    At first this was a European tradition but then it became popular in other countries. I find this holiday very interesting and I decided to tell you about it.
                                                                                                                           February, 15th.
       Guess what happened in our class yesterday? It all started with Jane Becker. In the first lesson she opened her bag and saw that somebody had put a present there. She told everybody about the present and during the break we all waited for the demonstration of the present. She opened the box and found a really nice bear. All the other girls got jealous and opened their bags to look. They hoped to find some secret presents too. Then Jane spotted a valentine in the box. It said, “To a very special girl. Grandad”. Jane started to cry. But then we forgot about her because at that moment Emily Wilson found two valentines: one was from a secret admirer and the other was from… ME! Then Ben and I started to fight. We both sent valentines to Emily!  

                                                                                                                          February, 20th.

      Yesterday I made a report on the origin of our language and now I’d like to share it with you, my dear sis. 

       In about the 6thcentury AD Slav tribes migrated west to the river Elbe and to the south into the Balkans. By the 10th century there were three Slavonic language groups: Western, Southern and eastern. Russian, together with Ukrainian and Belorussian, comes from the Eastern Slavonic language group.

       In the 12th century the Mongols came. You may think that Mongol invaders who stayed in Russia changed the language forever, but it isn’t true. The Russian language didn’t change much and stayed Slavic.

   All Slavonic languages are still similar and people who speak them can understand each other, can’t they?
                                                                                                                           February, 23rd.

     Rob found some more information about our language. If I am not mistaken, he is going to study Russian. He says he is greatly interested in it.

    Russian borrowed some Turkish words in the 11th and in the 12th centuries. They were military and trade words.
    Russian borrowed some Greek words more than two thousand years ago when Russia became a Christian country.

    Russian borrowed some German words at the time of Peter the Great, who invited a lot of foreigners to Russia. He followed these people’s advice about military, medicine, food.

   Russian borrowed some Dutch words at the time of Peter the Great, who invited a lot of foreigners to Russia. From these people he learned to build ships.

   Russian borrowed some French words in the 19th century when this language was the language of the aristocracy, the arts and philosophy.

   Russian borrowed some English words in the 19th and the 20th centuries. They were words for sports and politics. 

                                                                                                                           March, 5th.

      How are you? I am sorry I haven’t written for some time. I have been very busy, so you shouldn’t get upset. I though managed to find some time to look for some information about British newspapers to help you with your report. 

     In the UK they have two main kinds of newspapers: broadsheets and tabloids.

     Originally these names came from the size of the newspapers. A tabloid format newspaper was smaller and the broadsheet format newspaper was bigger.

     But nowadays when we talk about tabloids and broadsheets, we talk about two different kinds of newspapers: easy reading and quality newspapers. Tabloids report news in a very condensed form. They write about celebrities, the British Royal Family, sport, crime stories and scandals.

    Broadsheets give their readers long, detailed reports on the latest news and focus on more serious things: politics, economy, government, international event, business, culture.

                                                                                                                              March, 7th.

     The British broadsheets are the Guardian, the Times, the Independent while the tabloids are the Metro, the Sunday Post, the Sunday Express, the Daily Mirror, the Sun. 

                                                                                                                              March, 9th
     We had a guest the other day, it was Jackson’s aunt called Nancy who lives in Edinburgh. She is so fond of her town and she told us a lot of interesting facts about Edinburgh. Edinburgh is the old capital of Scotland and one of the most beautiful cities in Europe. It is situated on the seven hills and goes down those hills to the bay Firth of Forth.
    From the streets in the centre of the city you can see the ships coming to Edinburgh from different countries of the world. The highest hill, which is called “King Arthur’s Chair”, is 300 metres above sea level. In the “Old Town” the narrow houses with narrow windows climb up by narrow streets towards the ancient Edinburgh Castle. This building on the Castle Rock 150 metres high is 1, 000 years old.

    The modern town is in the valley. The streets are straight and well – planned, so that you can easily go about the town. Scotsmen say that St. Petersburg and Edinburgh are the only cities in the world with such a splendid layout. The main street – Princess Street – is a mile long with beautiful houses and a monument to Walter Scott. 

     As for me, I became so interested in Edinburgh that Aunt Nancy’s story made me want to visit Edinburgh as soon as possible. Its places of interest are worth visiting, aren’t they? Would you like to join me one day? We can travel either by bus or by train to Edinburgh from York. Aunt Nancy works as a secretary at school and we can stay at her place.
                                                                                                                                March, 15th.

    Graham from our class comes from Manchester and he is always ready to tell everyone about his town where he was born 14 years ago. Would you also like to learn sone interesting facts about this interesting town?
    Manchester is the second biggest town in Lancashire after Liverpool. It is the industrial capital of the North of England. It has climate which is neither cold nor hot. The highest summer temperature is +27 C, the lowest winter temperature is – 6 C. 

     Manchester is the fifth largest port in Great Britain although it is 56 kilometres away from the sea. It is connected with the sea by the Manchester Ship Canal. The city was founded in the Roman times. In later history Manchester was the centre of the cotton trade not only in Great Britain but all over the world. At present its mills and factories produce different electronic machines, chemicals as well as foods, clothes, soap and perfumes.

    Manchester was the first town in England which built its own airport in 1919. Now the Manchester airport connects the town with various foreign countries. Manchester is also an important cultural centre. It is famous for publishing books and magazines and it has many good libraries, museums and art galleries. The famous Halle Orchestra is in Manchester.
   Manchester has a lot of good theatres and they often invite the Royal ballet from London and the Royal Shakespeare Company from Stratford – on – Avon to come and perform in Manchester. It has many parks and sports grounds where people do sports.
   I do want to visit Manchester some day, too, would you like to travel with me?

                                                                                                                              March, 20th.

      I spend so much time in libraries as I have to make different reports. When a lot of students and teachers need the same book, the library does not buy a lot of extra copies. The librarians put one copy of the book in the Short Loan Collection, where it is available for two hours. These books are used inside the library.

     After two hours the books are returned to the Desk.

     Short Loan Collection books are also borrowed overnight – two hours before the library closes - and must be returned by 9 a. m. on the next working day. Fines of 50 p per hour are charged for late returns.
                                                                                                                              March, 27th.

     Library rules in British libraries? Here they are:

· All library equipment and books are used carefully.

· Conversations are kept to a minimum and as quiet as possible.

· Personal stereos are not used in the library.

· Mobile phones are turned off before readers enter the library.

· No drinks or food is consumed.

· All borrowed books are brought back by the due date.

· Fines for the late return of the books are paid.

· All books are shown to the librarians before you leave the library.

· Everybody is treated with politeness.

                                                                                                                               March, 31st.

    Can you believe that some books have been burned in the past?! I was so surprised and even shocked when our school librarian told me, Mark and Rob about it. In history it happened rather often. When armies conquered new lands and continents, they did not only destroy the buildings and kill people, it was more important for them to destroy the memory of a nation and the national spirit.
    In medieval Europe books were often burned, too. Someone decided that they contain dangerous ideas. In fact, these ideas simply were new and different but people were afraid of them.
    Books were burned in Nazi Germany and it was about seventy years ago, terrible!

                                                                                                                               April, 5th.

    Now I know what the Index Liborum Prohibitorum is! This is a list of books which were banned for Catholics. People who read these books were punished by the Inquisition. Any books from the list were banned. Nowadays the Index Liborum Prohibitorum is open to the public. Think of any famous scientist, writer or philosopher – you’ll find his name and works on the list.
                                                                                                                              April, 10th.
      Do you often go to the library nowadays? To tell you the truth, I am keen on reading now. Personally I like to read, it is my cup of tea. My favourite genre is science fiction, the books which tell you about aliens, spaceships, trips to other planets and star wars. I am also interested in detective stories because they make me think and they are always a good puzzle for brain. Both science fiction books and detective books are exciting and intriguing. They are usually a good fun. 

       To be honest, I can’t stand romances. Maybe I shouldn’t tell you this but I think they are not worth reading, because they are a waste of time. They are certainly not everybody’s cup of tea. 

                                                                                                                               April, 15th.

      So you also began to like detective books. Then guess both the author and the title of the book which I finished reading last week. 

      The action is set in London at the end of the 19th century. Sherlock Holmes, the world’s most famous detective, and his reliable friend, Doctor Watson, are faced with the creepy legend of a monster: a dog that kills the members of the Baskerville family. The family legend seems just like a story until Sir Charles Baskerville dies a strange death. The last Baskerville in the family, Sir Henry Baskerville, comes to England. He is American and he doesn’t believe in old stories, but his life is in danger. This book is worth reading, as it is intriguing and thrilling. 
                                                                                                                                 April, 20th.

        How do you usually choose a book to read? Personally I choose books by genre, and so does Rob. I also think the blurb is always worth reading. The blurb is a summary of the plot of the book. It’s usually on the back of the book. The blurb is to get your attention, but it doesn’t tell you too much.

     Mark usually chooses a book by the author. He has his favourite authors who are worth reading in his opinion, he doesn’t try new writers too often. His favourite writer is Walter Scott, you know he is interested in history.

                                                                                                                                 April, 25th.

     Who is your favourite writer now? Mine is Sergey Lukyanenko at the moment. We can get a lot of Russian books in British libraries.. He is a modern Russian writer. He writes science fiction. His books are always about adventures. Some of them happen in space, and some of them in the centre of Moscow, but they are always exciting and very well written. One of his books has become a cult book for people who are interested in computers. It is called “Labyrinth of Reflections”. In the book the author describes what may happen to the world in the near future” Internet technologies produce a virtual world – Deeptown. Different people live in Deeptown, but the most mysterious of them are the Divers. They can do things that the best hackers in our world will never be able to do. I recommend you to read the book, too. It thrills you and has a lot of new ideas.
                                                                                                                                April, 30th.

      Rob asked me about my favourite Russian classical writer. At first I didn’t know who to tell him about as we have quire a lot of famous writers but then I chose Alexander Pushkin. Personally I like his prose very much. I like his novel “Dubrovsky”. It’s about a young aristocrat who turns to crime because his house and money were taken away. Dubrovsky becomes a robber, who takes money from the rich and gives it to the poor. But then he falls in love with a beautiful girl and everything changes.
                                                                                                                                 May, 1st.

      Today is May Day in England. The celebration of May Day probably began with the spring festival in India and Egypt. In England of the Middle Ages the most popular custom on May Day was the Maypole. On the village green a pole was set up with long coloured ribbons on the top. The children, each holding an end of the ribbon, danced round the pole. I think it was a nice tradition.

                                                                                                                                 May, 3rd.

      I got Mum’s letter the other day, and she told me about her favourite poets. They are Anna Akhmatova and Marina Tsvetaeva. Her letter made me become interested in the “Silver Age”.  It was at the beginning of the 20th century. Anna Akhmatova, Alexander Block, marina Tsvetaeva, Sergey Esenin, Nikolay Gumilyov, Osip Mandelshtam, Vladimir Mayakovsky and Boris Pasternak are the most famous poets from that time. Boris Pasternak, for example, was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature. They were brilliant, well educated and free. They loved Russia very much, but they didn’t always like what was happening with their country. When they spoke openly about it, they got into trouble. Some of them died in labour camps, but their spirit was never broken.
                                                                                                                                     May, 10th.

      I like my school more and more every day. I like that we can choose subjects to study. But Maths, English, English Literature, one foreign language, Religious Education, IT, DT, one Science subject and one Art subject are compulsory.

      A lot of people think that school uniforms in England are for the children from rich families at the country’s best schools. But it is not true. In fact, uniforms came to schools for the poor because they were cheaper. Today a lot of British schools have uniforms. One of the most important elements of the uniform is a school tie.

                                                                                                                                        May, 15th.

     My interests change nearly every month! Now I am interested in America, and I have already read a lot of books about the history of that country. At the time of King James I a group of brave people left England on a ship called The Mayflower. Hope and love of freedom led them to the faraway country called America. 
                                                                                                                                        May, 16th.
            English people did not like their king and they called him ‘the Foolish King of England”. In September 1620 The Mayflower had about one hundred people on board the ship, but it was too small for such a number of passengers. For seven long weeks the ship sailed through the storms of the Atlantic Ocean, and at last the people saw the land. It was North America. It was raining and a cold wind was blowing. Sixteen men left the ship and went ashore. In the evening they came back to the ship and brought some corn with them. They found the corn on the shore where the Indians had left it. Nobody in Europe had seen corn then, but when the people on board the ship tried it they liked it very much.  

                                                                                                                                     May, 19th.

       I would like to share an American fairy – tale with you. Its title is “Paul Bunyan”. 

       Paul Bunyan was born in North America and one day when he was three years old he fell down a mountain breaking all the trees on it. Paul grew up to be a logger, he was a very big man and nothing was too difficult for him. 

       The Blue Ox, the biggest ox in the world, was his best friend. Paul made Lake Michigan so that the ox could have water to drink.

       It happened one spring that there was a very bad jam on the river. The logs lay 70 metres high and over a mile long. But when Paul and the Blue Ox arrived, Paul just said, “Stand back”. He put the big ox in the river in front of the jam and then began to shoot at him. It felt like a lot of flies biting him and the ox began to switch his tail. The tail went round and round and beat the water so hard that the river began to flow upstream. Of course, the logs went upstream too and the jam was broken. Then Paul called the big ox out of the river, and the river and logs flowed downstream again as they should.

                                                                                                                                     May, 26th.

     I think this is my last letter to you. Ha –ha, don’t worry! I mean I won’t use snail mail to you any more as Andrew Clayton is going to install Skype programme on my laptop. As you also have the same programme we can just see each other and chat with each other whenever we feel like it. It’s a real pleasure to have such a sis like you are!
Литература: 1. УМК «Happy English” – 7 и 8 классы, К. И. Кауфман, М. Ю. Кауфман,  Обнинск, «Титул», 2006.

                      2. «English Reader”, книга для чтения к учебнику  английского языка для восьмого класса средней школы, Е.Г.Копыл, М. А. Боровик,  Москва, «Просвещение», 1983.
PAGE  
17
Ефременкова Г. И., учитель высшей категории английского языка МБОУ СОШ № 2 Сухиничи Калужской области

