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Poems about love
                    I loved you once.     (Я Вас любил)

                                                                A.S. Pushkin

                               Translated from the Russian by Oleg Maslennikov.

         I loved you once. My love for you, it may be,

         Within this heart of mine is still aglow;

         But let it not concern you any longer;

         I would not have it pain you anymore.

         I loved you once – so hopelessly, in silence,

         By shyness now, then jealousy beset.

         My love for you has been so true, so tender,

         As God may grant, another’s may prove yet.

         Я Вас любил: любовь ещё, быть может,

         В душе моей угасла не совсем;

         Но пусть она Вас больше не тревожит;

         Я не хочу печалить Вас ничем;

         Я Вас любил безмолвно, безнадежно,

         То робостью, то ревностью томим;

         Я Вас любил так искренно, так нежно,

         Как дай Вам Бог любимой быть другим.

IT’S VALENTINE’S DAY 
                                  by Jack Prelutsky 
It’s Valentine’s Day. And in the street 
There’s freezing rain, and slush, and sleet. 
The wind is fierce. The skies are gray. 
I don’t think I’ll go out today. 
But here inside the weather’s warm. 
There is no trace of wind or storm. 
And you just made the morning shine. 
You said you’d be my Valentine. 
A VALENTINE FOR MY TEACHER 
                                   by Jack Prelutsky 
My teacher’s very special, 
So I’m making her a heart. 
A Valentine that’s sure to be 
A proper work of art. 
I’ve worked on it all morning, 
So it should be ready soon. 
I’d like to slip it on her desk 
Before this afternoon. 
It’s colored in with crayons, 
And it’s trimmed with paper lace 
It has flowers hearts, and Cupids. 
I can’t wait to see her face. 

Down in the valley, 
The valley so low, 
Hang your head over, 
Hear the wind blow. 

Hear the wind blow, love, 
Hear the wind blow. 
Hang your head over, 
Hear the wind blow. 

Roses love sunshine, 
Violets love dew. 
Angels in Heaven 
Know I love you. 


Know I love you, dear, 
Know I love you. 
Angels in Heaven 
Know I love you. 


Writing this letter 
Containing three lines, 
Answer my question: 
Will you be mine? 


Will you be mine, love, 
Will you be mine? 
Answer my question: 
Will you be mine? 

If you don’t love me, 
Love who you please. 
Put your arms ‘round me 
Give my heart ease. 
Give my heart ease, love, 
Give my heart ease. 
Put your arms ‘round me, 
Give my heart ease. 

Write me a letter, 
Send it by mail. 
Send it in care of 
The Birmingham Jail. 

Birmingham Jail, love, 
Birmingham Jail. 
Send it in care of 
The Birmingham Jail. 

Build me a castle 
Forty feet high, 
So I can see her 
As she rides by. 

As she rides by, love, 
As she rides by. 
So I can see her 
As she rides by. 

Down in the valley, 
The valley so low, 
Hang your head over, 
Hear the wind blow. 

Hear the wind blow, love, 
Hear the wind blow. 
Hang your head over, 
Hear the wind blow. 







