Приложение 4
Listening Comprehension
       The sociologists, dealing with family wealth, carried out the research of the satisfaction of marriage. They tracked nearly 2,500 couples. Their results allow us to draw a portrait of a happy family. It’s a wonderful material to study.

       This is how it looks like. The husband is some years but no more than nine older than his wife and also more educated than she is. It is also important that the husband should not get married before he turns twenty five. From the very beginning their marriage was a love match and they wanted to have children and their own house. Thus, they refused their parents’ guardianship and lived separately. They have always been planning the expense together but each of them spends little on the own needs. They are equally occupied with house-hold duties.

       They have two children, and if they have only one, they want to have no less than two. Both highly appreciate each other as family masters. The researchers add that women who want children much more than their partners are more likely to get a divorce.
       Husband and wife prefer to spend time together. If they don’t – they inform each other about what they have done.

       They like each other’s appearance and character. The wife values husband’s social status and education and the husband is quite satisfied with his wife’s image. They are rather moderate in smoking and drinking alcohol. They sometimes really have conflicts – generally about children up-bringing or carelessness – but these conflicts occur rarely. They say they’ve become steadier in the years of marriage.

        The most striking feature about such couples is that they still make declarations of love. They are honest, tactful, tender and mutually yielding. They practically never criticize each other and never complain of each other’s habits. They are greatly satisfied with their intimate relations; trust each other, that is why they are not jealous. They are sympathetic, well-wishing and responsive in sorrow and trouble, support one another in everything. They also share joy.
       That is to say, they are happy together and their family happiness consists mostly of spiritual items.

1. A husband in an ideal family is

a) more than nine years older than his wife;

b) no more than nine years older than his wife;

c) less than twenty five years old;
d) the same age as his wife.

2. Husband and wife sometimes really have conflicts

a) because they’ve become steadier in the years of marriage;

b) as the wife values husband’s status and education and her image satisfies him;

c) because they are moderate in smoking and drinking;
d) as each of them spends little on the own needs.

3. A happy family has one striking feature – 

a) they have two children;

b) they live separately from their parents;

c) they still make declarations of love to each other;

d) they prefer to spend time together. 
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