
Reading.
Shrovetide

Shrovetide in old Russia was one of the most ancient festivals of the pagan Slavs. It __________ (celebrate) at the end of February or at the beginning of March. The most important God with the Slavs was Yarilo, the God of the Sun and Fertility. The Slavs believed that the change of seasons was the struggle between Yarilo the Sun and the evil spirits of cold and darkness.

According to ancient beliefs Yarilo was necessary to be helped in his fight against winter and the rituals of calling in the spring _______ (observe). In fact, the whole week _________ (fill) with festive rituals, fun and games.

According to the custom, a straw scarecrow of the Shrovetide Maid _______ (build) and a summer dress and a kerchief _______ (put) on it. Then the scarecrow _______ (put) on a sledge or _________ (raise) on a pole and                                                                                            _______ (carry) around the village. On the last day of the festival the scarecrow         _______ (burn) by the peasants with the words, “We are seeing off Shrovetide, waiting for the Sun to come! Oh, Spring, come to us with your joy and good graces!”
The main element of Shrovetide week was pancake – eating.
Pancakes ________ (bake) in every home. They ______ (serve) with butter, sour cream, honey, jam, caviar or salted fish. Meat _______ (not eat) during Shrovetide.

Pancakes, round and hot, symbolized Yarilo, the God of the Sun. The Slavs believed that by eating pancakes they received the vital powers, light and warmth of the Sun.

Every day of the week had its special name and rituals. The days _____ (call)  “Greetings”, “Games”, “Sweet Tooth”, “Lavish Thursday”, “Mother-in-Law’s Evenings”, “Daughter-in-Law’s Parties”, “Forgiveness Sunday”. 
The ritual had  logic. Shrovetide __________ (celebrate) before Lent and people thought to cleanse themselves of everything sinful. “Forgiveness Sunday                    (follow) by “Pure Monday”, the first day of Lent. 

Pancake Day

(usually at the end of February or at the beginning of March)

Pancake Day is a popular name for Shrove Tuesday, the day preceding the first day of Lent (Ash Wednesday). This refers to the time when Christ went into desert and fasted for forty days. In medieval times the day ____________ (characterize) by merrymaking, feasting and eating pancakes. Although not many people actually give up eating during Lent, on Pancake Tuesday lots of pancakes (eat). They ______ (make) of flour, milk and eggs, and _____ (fry) in a hot pan. This custom _________ (widely observe) throughout Britain. At home families have pancakes for dinner. At school, they ______ (eat) for school dinner by children and teachers, and in restaurants pancakes _____ (ask) for by customers on Shrove Tuesday.

     In some villages and towns in England, a pancake race _____ (take) place every year. In Oxford students often take part in the race. In all these races, one has to make the pancake first and then run tossing the pancake.

     At Westminster School, in London, the boys have pancakes for dinner on Shrove Tuesday. But before dinner there is a pancake fight. The school cook tosses a pancake high into the air. The boys (one from each class) fight for the pancake. The winner of the fight is the boy who gets the biggest piece of the pancake.

     Shrovetide football has been played in England since the 14th century. Rules are few and vary from place to place. Any number of people can take part, and the age or sex is not important. The game _______ (play) through the streets until the goal _____ (score).
