
Listening.
Holidays in Great Britain.
There are only eight official public holidays in GB. They are: New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Easter Monday, May Day, Spring Bank Holiday, Summer Bank Holiday, Christmas Day and Boxing Day. Public Holidays in GB are called “bank holidays”, because the banks, most of the offices and shops are closed on these days. People don’t go to work.
Patron saints’ days are not celebrated as “bank holidays”. They are St. David’s Day (March 1st) in Wales, St. George’s Day (April 23rd) in England and St. Andrew’s Day (November 30th) in Scotland. Only Ireland has a holiday on St. Patrick’s Day (March 17th).
The exact date of some holidays (ex. Easter) changes every year. At Easter time, the British celebrate the idea of new birth by giving each other chocolate Easter eggs. They are opened and eaten on Easter Sunday. 
If you try to catch a train on 24th December, you may have difficulty in finding a seat. This is the day when many people travel home to be with their families on Christmas Day, 25th December. For most British families, this is the most important festival of the year.
But there are many more unofficial holidays, with which different customs and traditions are connected.

Halloween means “holy evening”, and takes place on 31st October. Although it is a much more important festival in the United States than in Britain, it is celebrated by many people in the UK. It is connected with witches and ghosts.

There are also smaller, local festivals in Britain.    

