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Starting a Family

Their first child, Prince Charles, was born in 1948.
His sister, Princess Anne, was born in 1950. Prince
Andrew was born in 1960 and Prince Edward

in 1964.

In January 1952, Princess Elizabeth and the Duke
of Edinburgh left Britain for a visit to Africa, Sri
Lanka, Australia and New Zealand. Shortly after
they left the news came that King George VI had
died and that his eldest daughter, the 25-year-old
Princess Elizabeth,
would now be
Queen.The new
Queen and her
husband immediately

Britain.

A New Queen

The Queen was very sad that her father had
died but she had an extremely important job
to do now that he had gone.The Queen
arrived in London on 7 February 1952 and was
met by the Prime Minister of the day, Winston
Churchill. On the following day the official
proclamation was read out to crowds at

St. James’s Palace in London and at various
other places around the United Kingdom.
The Queen was proclaimed as:

“Queen Elizabeth Il by the Grace of God,
Queen of this Realm and of Her other Realms
and Territories, Head of the Commonwealth,
Defender of the Faith”.

The Queen is Crowned

After the Queen came to the throne,
preparations began for the Coronation. This is
the official ceremony when kings and queens
are crowned. Since the reign of Edward the
Confessor in the eleventh century,
Coronations have always been held in
Westminster Abbey. The Queen wore a white
satin dress and purple velvet cloak and was
crowned with St. Edward’s Crown. It was the
first Coronation ever to be shown on
television and many people across the country
crowded around black and white television
sets to witness the ceremony.

The Queen is now one of the longest reigning
monarchs in the whole of British history.

In 2002 she 4

»

celebrated her L
~Goiden jubiiee —  +§
(50 years as Queen). -\b
The anniversary of

her accession is X
marked every year on 1.
6 February (Accession \
Day) by the flying of \
flags and gun salutes \
around the country.
This marks the day, all
those years ago, when

a young Princess
became a Queen.





