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Look through the text “The Bolshoi Theatre” and find out the answers to the questions.
The Bolshoi Theatre is the cradle (колыбель) of the Russian national opera and classical ballet. The creation (создание) of the Bolshoi Theatre is closely connected with the flourishing (расцвет) of Russian national culture at the end of the 18th century. In 1776 Prince P. Urusov formed the first permanent troupe of Moscow Russian Theatre. First the troupe performed in the house of Count R. Vorontsov and then, in 1780, in Petrov Theatre, which was the first Moscow permanent theatre. After the fire another building of the theatre was designed by Joseph Bovet in 1825. (Joseph Bovet was a famous Russian architect. He was born in the family of an artist, Italian by origin. J. Bovet studied at the Moscow school of architecture. Then he worked as an assistant to M. Kazakov, a famous Moscow architect. After 1812, J. Bovet became the main architect of Moscow. He participated in the reconstruction of Red Square and in the creation of Theatrical Square with the Bolshoi Theatre as its centerpiece. He was also the architect of the Arch of Triumph which was built to commemorate the victory over Napoleon.)

In 1853 the theatre was destroyed by fire except for the outer walls and the portico, and restored in 1856 by architect A. Cavos. The hall was divided into five circles for 2000 spectators. The interior of the theatre is magnificent. It is famous for gilded decorations and beautiful crystal chandeliers (люстры).

