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THE NORTH OLYMPIAD

· The North Olympiad is the most important of all festivals in the calendar of our town. It is celebrated in the beginning of March every year and takes place in Murmansk.

· 
This festival dates back to 1934 when the first competitions took place. So, the festival has been in existence for 71 year. The first event was small and lasted only for a few days. later it has developed into a week celebration. Fireworks have become the essential part of it and festivities are usually opened and closed by them. The opening and closing ceremonies have become the essential elements of the Olympiad. In the early years of the Festival little people knew about it, even more, they didn’t know where Murmansk was.

· 
Later more and more people were attracted by this event. Sportsmen from all over former Soviet Union and abroad came to take part in different sports competitions. The most popular ones have become biathlon, ski marathon, ski race, skier towing after a reindeer, hockey, skating, nature ban, deer breeders event and others.

· 
Every March we are looking forward to this festival because it commemorates the beginning of spring, warm weather and good spring mood.

