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IRELAND

(1)
The Corrs' second album, Talk on Corners, was one of the most popular albums of the nineties, along with international bestsellers by Enya. The success of the Irish dance musical, Lord of the Dance, made its creator, Michael Flatley, one of the richest performers in show business. And veteran group the Chieftains, who began playing in pubs, now give sell-out concerts at major venues all over the world. What do they have in common? They are all Irish.

(2)
Celtic music is clearly having some of its best moments. In fact, with Irish pubs opening all over the world, Irish music is played from Kiev to Katmandu. Most of the music you hear in them is traditional dance music - and you are expected to dance. An Irish music session is not a spectator sport! If you don't participate, you'll miss out on the 'craic' - the most exciting moments of the evening.
(3)
Of course, Irish music has its quieter moods. Some people say that the harp, a national symbol, has magical powers. Another national instrument is the Uilleann pipes, a kind of sophisticated bagpipes, which featured in the film Titanic. There is a local saying that it takes 'seven years of learning, seven years of practising, and seven years of playing' to master them. The violin, or ‘fiddle’, is played all over the country.

(4)
Music is an important new export of Irish culture, but writers are doing well, too. In the past, Ireland has produced some of the best writers and poets in the English language; people like Jonathan Swift, James Joyce, W.B. Yeats, George Bernard Shaw and Oscar Wilde. More recently, the poet Seamus Heaney won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1995, and Roddy Doyle received praise throughout Europe for his novels.

(5)
Not to be left out, the Irish film scene is looking good. The government has created a fund for films about (and produced in) Ireland, and actors such as Liam Neeson and Pierce Brosnan are international stars. Among the films you should watch are My Left Foot, which won two Oscars, In the Name of the Father and Michael Collins.
