Раздаточный материал:

Card 1 The present sovereign is Queen Elizabeth II. The powers of the monarch are not defined precisely. In law, the Queen is the head of the executive, legislature, judiciary, the Commander-in-Chief of all armed forces of the Crown and the head of the Established Church of England, of the Commonwealth. In practice, she has little direct power. The monarch reigns with the support of Parliament. The Queen summons, prorogues and dissolves Parliament. Parliament and the Queen have different roles in the governing of the country, and they only meet together on symbolic occasions such as the Coronation of a new monarch or the Opening of Parliament.

The State Opening of Parliament happens in the first week of November. Her Majesty in her Crown Jewels or the royal regalia from the Tower of London travels from Buckingham Palace to Westminster in the State Coach. As a rule she opens the new session with a speech from the Throne. In Parliament in the House of Lords she makes a speech to all of Britain’s MPs and Lords about the government’s plans for the next year. The Queen doesn’t write it, she only reads out what the Prime Minister’s staff write for her. 

As the head of the State, the Queen maintains close contact with the Prime Minister, with whom she has a weekly audience when she is in London, and with other Ministers. From government ministers and her representatives in the Commonwealth and foreign countries, the Queen receives information in the form of policy papers, Cabinet documents, telegrams, letters and other State papers. All of these papers have to be read and, where necessary, approved and signed. The Queen must give Royal assent before a bill becomes law.
Card 2 The British parliamentary system depends on political parties. The political parties choose candidates in elections. The party which wins the majority of seats forms the Government and its leader usually becomes Prime Minister. The Prime Minister chooses about 20 MPs from his or her party to become the Cabinet of Ministers. Each minister is responsible for a particular area of the government. The second largest party becomes the official opposition with its own leader and “Shadow cabinet”. Leader of the Opposition is recognized post in the House of Commons.
Card 3 The legislative organ is Parliament. British Parliament is considered to be the oldest in the world. In 1265 Simon de Monford summoned up the first parliament. 

The job of modern Parliament is to make sure that the Government is working properly and in the public interest. British Parliament consists of two houses: the House of Lords and the House of Commons. Both houses share one and the same building – the House of Parliament or Westminster Palace. 

The Lower Chamber, the House of Commons, which is presided over by the Speaker, consists of 650 elected MPs, each of whom represents an area of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The House of Commons plays the major role in law-making. The main function of the House of Commons is to adopt bills. A bill is to pass through 3 stages called readings before it becomes an Act. The first reading is the announcement. The second reading is voting. The third reading is the final stage after which the bill goes to the House of Lords.

Apart from the legislative functions the House of Commons has other duties such as financial, education, economic problems and so on.

