NIAGARA FALLS – «LAND OF THE RAINBOW»
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The falls of Niagara are about 25,000 years old. Situated between the state of New York and the province of Ontario, Niagara Falls is one of the most spectacular natural wonders on the North American continent. The falls are on the Niagara River, which flows between the United States and Canada from Lake Erie to Lake Ontario. The falls are 17 miles (27 km) north-northwest of Buffalo, New York and 75 miles (120 km) south-southeast of Toronto, Ontario, between the twin cities of Niagara Falls, Ontario, and Niagara Falls, New York.
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The falls are divided into two parts by Goat Island. The larger portion, on the southwest side, is the Canadian falls, known as the Horseshoe Falls. It measures 2,600 feet (790 meters) along its curve and drops 162 feet (49.4 meters). The smaller American falls is northeast of Goat Island. It is 1,000 feet (305 meters) across and drops about 167 feet (51 meters). . 
Every minute about 12,000,000 cubic feet (340,000 cubic meters), or 379,000 tons, of water pours in torrents over the cliffs of the falls of Niagara. As the water plunges from the brink of the falls, it fills the air with a silvery mist, which under the sunlight displays many rainbows. The plunging water also sends out a never-ending roar as it strikes the bottom. For this reason the Iroquois Indians called the cataract Niagara, meaning “thunder of waters.”
The plunging water has worn the lower rocks away so that there are caves behind the sheets of water of both falls. Sightseers may enter the Cave of the Winds at the foot of the American falls and get an unusual view. The Canadian falls has carved a plunge basin 192 feet (59 meters) deep.

[image: image3.png]


The United States and Canada share control of the Niagara River and the falls. Both the United States and Canadian governments have built parks, viewing platforms, paths, and highways. The Niagara Reservation State Park was established in 1885.  It includes an observation tower, elevators that descend into the gorge at the base of the American falls, and boat trips into the waters at the base of the Horseshoe Falls. 
The park area has long been a tourist site and a favourite spot for couples to spend their honeymoons.  It is one of the most fascinating places where everyone comes.  At night colored lights illuminate the falls. 
IT REALLY IS A SIGHT WORTH SEEING!
Spectacular – adj extremely impressive, beautiful, breathtaking; 
Measure – verb to be a particular size;
Torrent – noun a fast and powerful flow of liquid, especially water; 

Curve – noun a shape or line with a gradual smooth bend;
Plunge – verb to fall quickly from a high position;
Brink – noun a border or an edger of the cliff;
Mist – noun a mass of small drops of water in the air close to the ground;
Roar – noun a loud noise made by something;
Cataract Niagara – a large waterfall;
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Read the text and discuss the information about the  Niagara Falls:
1. How old are the falls of Niagara?
2. Where are the falls situated?
3. What lakes does the Niagra river join?

4. How many parts are the falls divided into?

5. What is the name of the southwest side of the Canadian falls?

6. What name was given to the Niagara Falls by the Iroquois Indians? For what reason?
7. What makes the Niagara Falls special? 
8. Why is the territory of the falls one of the most fascinating places?
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