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Приложение 1

Прочитайте текст и выполните задания:

Columbus Day

Today we take for granted that the world is round. In the fifteenth century, however, most people believed that the world was flat .They thought that monsters or a trip over the edge of the earth waited for anybody who sailed outside the limits of known territory. People laughed at or jailed others who dared think that the world was in the shape of globe.

There were educated persons who reasoned that the world must be round. An Italian named Christopher Columbus was bold enough to push this notion, and ask for money to explore the seas, and find what he thought would be the other hemisphere of the earth. Portugal, Italy and England refused to support such a venture.  

At that time, spice merchants were looking for easier route to Asia. They travelled south past Africa, around Cape Horn, and continued eastward. Christopher Columbus convinced Queen Isabella of Spain that it would be easier to sail directly west and find the rich treasures of India and Asia. A new route would be found, he said, and possible new lands for Spain.

Columbus first asked Queen Isabella for help in 1486, but it was years before she agreed… provided that he conquered some of the islands and mainland for Spain. Columbus would also be given the title of “Admiral of All Ocean Seas”, and receives one-tenth of the riches that came from any of his discoveries.

Finally, on August 3, 1492, he and ninety men set sail on the flagship Santa Maria. Two other ships, the Nina and the Pinta, came with him. They sailed west. Three long months went by. His men became tired and sick, and threatened to turn the ships back. Columbus encouraged them, certain that they would find spice trail to the east. On October 11th, ten o’clock at night, Columbus saw a light. The Pinta kept sailing, and reported that the light was, in fact, land. The next morning at dawn they landed.

Columbus and his crew had expected to see people native to India, or be taken to see the great leader Khan. They called the first people they saw “Indians.” They had gone ashore in their best clothes, knelt and praised God for arriving safely. From the Indians they learn they the island was called Guanahani. Columbus christened it San Salvador and claimed it immediately for Spain. When they landed on the island that is now Cuba, they thought they were in Japan. After three subsequent voyages, Columbus was still unenlightened. He died a rich and famous man, but he never knew that he discovered lands that few people had imagined were there.

1. Исправьте предложение:

People believed that the world was round.

Columbus wanted to explore the land in the North and all countries supported him.

Queen Isabella agreed immediately. 

The travelling had been lasting for many years.

The sailors were not glad to see native people.

Columbus knew what he discovered.

2. Ответьте на вопросы:

What did the most of the people believe in the 15th century?

Why Christopher Columbus was considered to be bold enough?

How could he manage to convince Queen Isabella of Spain to give him money?

Was the travelling difficult? Why?

What was the great Columbus’s mistake?

Приложение 2

Прочитайте текст и выполните задания:

The First Americans

At the height of the Ice Age, between 32,000 and 30,000 B.C., much of the world’s water was contained in vast 1… ice sheets. As a result, the Bering Sea was hundreds of meters below its current, level, and a land bridge, known as Beringia, emerged between Asia and North America. At its peak, Beringia is thought to have been some 1,500 kilometers wide. A moist, and treeless tundra, it was 2… with grasses and plant life, attracting the large animals that early humans hunted for their survivals. 

The first people to reach the North America almost certainly did so without 3… they had crossed into a new continent. They would have been following game, as their ancestors had for thousands of years, along the Siberian coast and then across the land bridge.

Once in Alaska, it would take these first North Americans thousands of years more to work their way 4… the openings in great glaciers south to what is now the United States. Evidence in early life in North America continues to be found. Little of it, however, can be reliably dated before 12,000 B.C.; a recent discovery of a hunting lookout in northern Alaska, for example, may date from almost that time. So too may the finally crafted spear points and items found near Clovis, New Mexico.

Similar artifacts have been found at sites throughout North and South America, 5… that life was probably already well established in much of the Western Hemisphere by some time prior to 10.000 B.C.

Around that time the mammoth began to die out and the bison took its place as a principal source of food and hides for these early North Americans. Over time, as more and more species of large game 6… whether from overhunting or natural causes – plants, berries and seeds became an increasingly important part of the early American diet. Gradually, foraging and the first attempts at primitive agriculture appeared. Indians in what is now central Mexico led the way, cultivating corn, squash and beans, perhaps as early as 8,000 B.C.  Slowly, this 7… spread northward.

By 3,000 B.C., a primitive type of corn was being grown in the river valleys of New Mexico and Arizona. Then the first signs of irrigation began to appear, and by 300B.C, signs of early village life. 

By the first centuries A.D., the Hohokum were living in 8… near what is now Phoenix, Arizona, where they built ball courts and pyramid-like mounds reminiscent of those found in Mexico, as well as a canal and irrigation system.

      Выберите нужное слово:

1.  1)  continent   2) continental   3) continence

2.  1)   covered    2) covering      3) coverage

3.  1) to know     2) knew            3) knowing

4.  1) over           2) through        3) around

5.  1) indication   2) indicated      3) indicating

6.  1) appeared     2) vanished      3) leave

7.  1) knowledge 2) acknowledgement 3) knowing

8.  1) cities           2) settlements   3) continents

Приложение 3

Перескажите текст.

The First Americans

At the height of the Ice Age, between 32,000 and 30,000 B.C., much of the world’s water was contained in vast continental ice sheets. As a result, the Bering Sea was hundreds of meters below its current, level, and a land bridge, known as Beringia, emerged between Asia and North America. At its peak, Beringia is thought to have been some 1,500 kilometers wide. A moist, and treeless tundra, it was covered with grasses and plant life, attracting the large animals that early humans hunted for their survivals. 

The first people to reach the North America almost certainly did so without knowing they had crossed into a new continent. They would have been following game, as their ancestors had for thousands of years, along the Siberian coast and then across the land bridge.

Once in Alaska, it would take these first North Americans thousands of years more to work their way through the openings in great glaciers south to what is now the United States. Evidence in early life in North America continues to be found. Little of it, however, can be reliably dated before 12,000 B.C.; a recent discovery of a hunting lookout in northern Alaska, for example, may date from almost that time. So too may the finally crafted spear points and items found near Clovis, New Mexico.

Similar artifacts have been found at sites throughout North and South America, indicating that life was probably already well established in much of the Western Hemisphere by some time prior to 10.000 B.C.

Around that time the mammoth began to die out and the bison took its place as a principal source of food and hides for these early North Americans. Over time, as more and more species of large game vanished whether from overhunting or natural causes – plants, berries and seeds became an increasingly important part of the early American diet. Gradually, foraging and the first attempts at primitive agriculture appeared. Indians in what is now central Mexico led the way, cultivating corn, squash and beans, perhaps as early as 8,000 B.C. Slowly, this knowledge spread northward.

By 3,000 B.C., a primitive type of corn was being grown in the river valleys of New Mexico and Arizona. Then the first signs of irrigation began to appear, and by 300B.C, signs of early village life. 

By the first centuries A.D., the Hohokum were living in settlements near what is now Phoenix, Arizona, where they built ball courts and pyramid-like mounds reminiscent of those found in Mexico, as well as a canal and irrigation system.

Приложение 4

Прослушайте текст и выполните следующие задания:

Part 2

Columbus had stopped at what are now the Caribbean Islands, either Watling Island, Grand Turk Island, or Samana Cay. In 1926, Watling Island was renamed San Salvador and acknowledged as the first land in the New World. Recently, however, some people have begun to dispute the claim. Three men from Miami, Florida have started a movement to recognize Copception Island as the one that Columbus and his men first sighted and landed on. The controversy has not been yet resolved.

Few celebrations marked the discovery until hundreds of years later. The continent was not even named after Columbus, but an Italian explorer named Amerigo Vespucci. In1792, a ceremony was held in New York honoring Columbus, and monument was dedicated to him. Soon after that, the city of Washington was officially named the District of Columbia and became the capital of the United States. In 1892, a statue of Columbus was raised at the beginning of Columbus Avenue in New York. At the Columbian exposition held in Chicago that year, replicas of Columbus’s three ships were displayed.

Americans might not have a Columbus Day if Christopher Columbus had not been born in Italy. Out of pride for their native son, the Italian population of New York City organized the first celebration of the discovery of America on October 12, 1866. The next year, more Italian organizations in other cities held banquets, parades and dances on the date. In 1869, when Italians of San Francisco celebrated October 12, they called it Columbus Day.

In 1905, Colorado became the first state to observe a Columbus Day. Over the next few decades other states followed. Then in 1937, President Franklin Roosevelt proclaimed every October 12 as Columbus Day. Since1971, it has been celebrated on the second Monday in October. 

Although it is generally accepted that Christopher Columbus was the first European to have discovered the New World of the Americas, there is still some controversy over this claim. Some researchers and proponents of other explorers attribute the first sightings to the early Scandinavian Vikings or the voyage of Irish missionaries which predate the Columbus visit in 1492. The controversy may never be fully resolved to everyone’s satisfaction, but 1992 marked the 500th 

Ответьте на вопросы:

1) Where had Columbus stopped?

           a) Asia

           b) India

           c) Caribbean Isles

2) What was America named after?

           a) Columbus

           b) Vespucci

           c) Vikings

3) When and where did the ceremony dedicated to Columbus’s discovery take place?

          a) 1792; Washington;

          b) 1899; New York;

          c) 1792; New York.

4) What were displayed at the Columbus’s exposition?

         a) his clothes;

         b) Replicas of his ships;

         c) sailor’s things.  

5) When was the first celebration of the discovery of America?

        a) October12, 1866;

        b) June 4, 1890;    

        c) November 7, 1867.

Приложение 5

Прочитайте текст и выполните задание:

Native American Cultures

The America that (1)… the first Europeans was, thus, far from an empty (2)… . It is now thought that as many people lived in the Western Hemisphere as in Western Europe at that time - about 40 millions.

Estimates of the number of Native Americans (3)… in what is now the United States at the onset of European colonization range from two to 18 millions, with most historians tending towards the lower figure. What is certain is the devastating effect that European disease had on indigenous population practically from the time from initial contact. Smallpox, in particular, ravaged whole communities and is thought to have been a much more direct cause of the precipitous decline in Indian population in the 1600s than the numerous wars and (4)… with European settlers.

Indian customs and culture at that time were (5)… diverse, as could be expected, given the expanse of the land and the many different environments to which they had adapted. Some generalizations, however, are possible.

Most tribes, particularly in the wooded eastern region and the Midwest, (6)… aspects of hunting, gathering and cultivation of maize and other products for their food supplies. In many cases, women were responsible for farming and the distribution of food, while the men hunted and participated in (7)… .

By all accounts, Indian society in North America was closely tied to the land. Identification with nature and the elements was integral to religious beliefs. Indian life was essentially clan-oriented and communal, with children allowed more freedom and tolerance than was the European custom of the day.  

Although some North American tribes developed a type of hieroglyphics to preserve certain texts, Indian culture was primarily oral, with high value placed on the recounting of tales and dreams. Clearly there was a good deal of trade among various groups and strong evidence exists that neighboring tribes maintained extensive and formal (8)…-both friendly and hostile.

Выберите нужное слово:

1. a) greeting   b) greeted       c) greets         d)  grateful

2. a) wildness  b)  kindness    c) darkness       d) development

3. a) is living   b) will live     c) living          d) had lived

4. a)  conflicts   b) quarrel      c) tiff              d) skirmishes

5. a)  usually    b)extraordinary c) poorly       d) hardly

6. a) combined b) has been combining c) was combined d) combining

7. a)game         b) play            c) war             d) performance 

8. a) relations   b) friendship   c) talking        d) links

Задайте 7 вопросов к тексту.

Перескажите текст.
