ПРИЛОЖЕНИЕ 2

Great Britain is a parliamentary democracy with a constitutional monarchy. The queen is the head of state but she has no real power. She acts on the advice of her ministers. She even can’t disagree with a new law. The last time it happened was in 1707. 

In fact Parliament rules the country. Parliament makes laws. The British Parliament sits in the building which is called the Palace of Westminster. It’s also called the Houses of  Parliament because there are two Houses: the House of Lords and the House of Commons. The members of the House of Lords are permanent and non-elected. The Lords can revise and even delay bills. But the House of Commons is more important. The members of the Commons are elected by the people and they have much more real power. They control the executive branch and discuss the most important problems. The largest party in the Commons forms the government and it’s leader becomes the Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister chooses Cabinet and non-cabinet ministers. By the way, Margaret Thatcher, “The Iron Lady”, was one of the UK’s most powerful and competent Prime Ministers, from 1979 to 1990. 

The main British political parties are the Labour party and the Conservative Party.
