ПРИЛОЖЕНИЕ 1

Welcome to the Palace of Westminster. It’s the place where the British Parliament sits. It’s also called the Houses of Parliament because there are 2 Houses: the House of  Lords and the House of Commons. Now we are in the Chamber of the House of  Lords where the seats are red. Please be quiet and don't sit on these red benches. The Chamber of the House of  Lords is also called the Parliament Chamber,because every year when the Queen comes to open Parliament ,all three parts of Parliament come together here for the Queen’s Speech. The Government writes this speech for the Queen. In the speech the Queen

tells Parliament about the Government’s plans for the next year. She sits on the throne. You can see a big red cushion. It’s, actually, the famous Woolsack. Yes, there is wool inside it. It’s a part of a very old tradition which started in the 14-th century. It’s in Parliament to symbolize the importance of wool to the British economy at that time. The person who usually sits on the Woolsack is the Lord Chancellor. He presides over the House of  Lords.


Now we are going through into the House of Commons where MPs make decisions on new laws. By the way, the seats are green here. Members of Parliament are more important, because they represent all the people of the country. They have to have a general election at least every five years. People vote for an MP, and the party which has the most MPs wins the election and forms the government. Their leader becomes the Prime Minister. Officially the Parliament appoints the Prime Minister. He chooses Cabinet and non-cabinet ministers. They are all collectively responsible for government, the executive branch, and individually responsible for their departments.


Now look at the floor. Can you see the red lines in front of the benches on each side of the chamber? That’s part of a tradition too. The distance between these two lines is two swords’ lengths. In the old days when MPs used to carry swords, it was dangerous if they got angry with each other. So these two lines are here to remind MPs that they shouldn’t start a fight, and they can’t go over this line when they are speaking in a debate. When the House of Commons is sitting, the Mace is put on the table.


Do you see two long narrow corridors on your left and on your right? They are very important for the whole country because MPs come here to vote on bills for new laws.  On the left there is the “ aye “, or yes, lobby. MPs who agree with a bill go there.  On the right there is the “no“ lobby for MPs who want to vote against the bill. So in the British Parliament MPs don’t vote by pushing a button, they vote with their feet.

